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VR36: BLOODLET “Ethneogen" LP/CD/CS; $8/$ll/$8 Complex arrangement of 
aggressive odd meters, thick chord structure and dense pounding rhythms that will make your 
teeth grind and your ears bleed. Definitely EVILCORE. 

VR35: WARZONE “Lower East Side" 10"/MCD/MCS; $7/$8/$6 Warzone IS NYC 
Hardcore. Diis release is a new recording of their unavailable classic, earlier material- ‘Wound 
Up', ‘Take A Stand’, ‘Under 18’ and more plus The Business' street classic- The Real Enemy’. 
VR34: INTEGRITY “Humanity is the Devil" r/MCD/MCS; $7/$8/$6 Apocalyptic 
metalcore that will send the lambs and goats running. The follow-up to last years ‘Systems 
Overload’. Demonic cover art by the legendary Pushead. Fully endorsed by Charlie Manson and the 
Holy Terror Church of Final Judgement. 

VR33: V/fl VICTORY STYLE CD/CS; Specially Priced: $8/$6 A sixteen-song sampler 
of all the bands you’ve come to love and/or hate on VICTORY. Perfect for the novice Victory 
supporter. 

VR32: STRIFE “To An End/Grey" T; $4 Two new anthems from this Los Angeles 
hardcore band. Dancefioor ready - singalong approved. This is what hardcore is all about! 
VR30: BEADOUY “Fixation on a CoWorker" LP/CD/CS ;$8/$ll/$8 Ferocious, 
dangerous murder-core from the wastelands of New Jersey. Many are coining their sound as 
“noisecore” - similar to Black Flag, Neurosis and Unsane. 

VR29: GUILT “Bardstown Ugly Box" LP/CD/CS; $8/$ll/$8 A groundbreaking 



mixture of DC-inspired hardcore, noise and underground rock from the next big thing out of 
Louisville, Kentucky. 


VR34 



Clevelana band with ex-members of Confront and Meanstreak. Re-enter the old school. 
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VICTORY! 


E-Mail: victoryrex@aol.com 











Welcome to FOE #33! 

FOE is available for $1 ppd. 

PO BOX 4 BETHLEHEM PA 18016 

This is a special issue for us at FOE. We 
decided to jump up the press run... so there will be 
anywhere from 4,000 to 6,000 copies of these things 
now floating around... It’s also Sammy’s 5 year 
anniversary of being sober... 

So with the increased distribution, there may 
be a lot of new readers out there... so here is a little 
introduction about where we are coming from... 

FOE started in 1984... It is now February 1996. 

Anything that doesn’t have an author’s name by it, 
assume it was written by me, Frank FOE. 

The Lehigh Valley is my/our home scene. The 
Lehigh Valley is the huge area around the Allentown, 
Bethlehem, Easton area of Pennsylvania, that also 
includes areas as far away as Kutztown and 
Phillipsburg NJ, Nazareth, Emmaus etc... For those of 
you without maps handy, that’s about an hour North- 
ish of Philadelphia, and hour Westish of New York City, 
an hour and a half away from Lancaster, an hour or so 
south of Scranton/Wilkes Barre, close to New Hope... 
you get the picture, Billy Joel had that song about 
living in Allentown... that’s us... actually it’s a great 
place to live even tho’ old Billy has convinced most 
that as the Queers so bluntly put it, “This Place 
Sucks”... 

THANKS FOR HELPING OUT 

The following people help distribute FOE, there 
are many more but this is a start... Greg Ox Conneaut 
Lake PA, Jon Campenni Coatesville PA, Ann-G Denver 
PA, Plow United, Play It Again, Huston Graphix, PJ 
Soundz, Holly (Chambersburg PA), Gern Blandsten, 

Dr. Strange, Rip Off Productions, Cl Records, See 
Hear, Qvimby, Main St. Jukebox, Moon, Coolidge, War 
in DC, JJ Dutton (OH), Jon Slacker, weston... 

MISC NOTES: 

Joan Osborne is sexy, sings and has an 
awesome video/song about god being one of us that 
really hits a cool idea... 

Mike Davidson (vile Horrendous, show setter 
upper etc...) wins the most aware punk in the scene 
award for noticing that I ran the Estrus ad twice last 
issue... 

Mr. Yuk is mean, Mr. Yuk is green... 

FUCK THE WINTER 

Every so often we get shitty winters... Couple 
things I’ve learned... Fuck electric heat... I got my 
thermostat jacked up to 80 degrees, but it never gets 
warmer than 60 in my apartment... the heat just goes 
out the window or something... as I type this I just filled 


up the kerosene heater again because my toes and 
fingers are fucking feeling like they are gonna fall off., 
it’s so fucking cold I can’t play guitar, my fingers don’t 
bend right, I can’t wait for spring., it’s the first week in 
Feb. I can make it., it’s almost over... the winter of 
1995/6 has become a game of survival... 

GHOSTS OF FOE PAST 

I found an issue of FOE #13 on the FOE 
headquarters floor, I read the opening rambling... it 
mentioned how I needed to concentrate on what I have 
accomplished and use that as a fuel for future 
accomplishments, instead of being buried by the tasks 
that are in front of me. Man that shit saved me today. 

Thanks to my higher power for putting that 
FOE on the floor. (How the hell else did it get there, 
well, besides the two ghosts who frequent the FOE 
headquarters, so I guess it could have been one of 
them, thanks guys.) Even tho’ this winter has done it’s 
best to make it nearly impossible to accomplish 
anything besides sleep and be depressed, I managed 
to accomplish many things, including many personal 
matters that have improved me as a human being... so 
what if I didn’t get that Strychnine and the Rat Traps 
7” out yet, so I’ve slept more and not worked out as 
often as I’ve wanted to... I’ve had some fun, made 
some mistakes (something always to be proud of if you 
learn from them), offended a few people (maybe they’ll 
learn something from it) and helped a lot of people in 
their musical goals, including my own. So it’s been a 
good winter, all in all. 

CABLE NOOSE 

As of 2/3/96 I no longer have the cable noose 
around my neck. I canceled my television cable. Funny 
how it seemed like such a necessity. I still feel kinda 
odd about doing it as I write this the next day. I feel 
like an alcoholic does right after he dumps all the 
booze in the house down the drain after a particularly 
bad drunk. Did I do the right thing. It was costing me 
over $320 a year to watch... what... reruns of bad 
sitcoms, that I generally fell asleep to, or sporting 
events that I forgot the next day, or the weather 
channel when the blizzard hit, or when some huge 
event like the LA riots hit. So I don’t really watch a lot 
of tv, I’m too busy. When I did watch tv, it was usually 
when I was depressed. Mindless images for when I 
wanted to be mindless... a crutch for not dealing with 
problems, or the depression, a means of temporary 
escapism. Mind you, I still have my VCR and plan on 
watching plenty of movies, I love em, it’s just that I 
mean come on, I can rent over 100 movies for that 
$320 I just stopped paying in one year!!! Like two 
movies a week. Fuck Roseanne! 

I’ve already had my first odd experience, not 
having cable, a good friend of mine called me to tell 
me that something was really awesome on channel 








blah blah blah, but in mid stream she was like, oh 
yeah, you just got rid of cable. And a friend who was 
visiting wanted to just click on the hockey game to 
check out the score... all of this in the first 24 hours of 
me turning it off... 

Why did I get the cable turned off? Money? 
Addiction/reliance? Control? Lack of good 
programming? A protest to the cable company who 
keep raising the rates just cuz they added some other 
stupid channels I never watch? Just to be a dick or to 
have something to talk about? Maybe I was thinking 
about the record convention coming to town on March 
3 rd and how it would be cool to have an extra $300 to 
pick up those vinyl slabs I’ve been searching for. 
Maybe I just need more time to go through my video 
tapes to label all of them, or to actually listen to the 
records I bought at the last convention. 

Possibly a little of all of those, but not really. I 
think I did it as part of my growth. A statement to 
myself about what is valuable in life... A further 
rebellion against people who are my age who go to 
work, come home and click on the tv and click off the 
“real world”. But like Max states in the Sepultura 
interview in this issue, somethings just happen 
naturally and you don’t realize their significance til 
later on down the line. I just felt like it was something I 
should do, something I’ve been thinking about since I 
knew this girl in high school who didn’t watch tv, 
whom I greatly respected, but at the time didn’t 
understand, something I’ve been thinking about since 
the first punk song I heard about how useless tv is... 

When I called the cable company to cancel, the 
first thing they asked me when I said I wanted to 
cancel my cable was whether I was moving... like 
whether they would be able to sell me cable in the new 
location I was moving to, I said “no”. There was a long 
uncomfortable pause, I suppose no one had ever 
called her to just cancel cable cuz they didn’t want it 
anymore, sol said, “well, I’m not moving just yet”. So 
hey, if you can recommend any cool videos, let me 
know. 

PUBLICATIONS etc... 

Partial Truth 1007 Callowhill St. Perkasie, PA 18944, 
monthly comic by Derik Badman, $1ppd, or $2.50 for 
the comp of issues 3-7. Cool artwork, I was listening to 
Scorn’s new disc while I read this, which just 
happened to be real appropriate, would have made an 
awesome soundtrack. This is written like a drama- 
play-kinda thing. Definitely a cool read and interesting 
graphically. 

Excercise In Futility 38 S. Madison St. Allentown PA 
18102, 2 stamps, put out by Mr. Brian Futile. A good 
atypical and opinionated zine. The announcement of 
the creation of Nice Guy Productions is truly cool, 
reminds me of the days of Strain Productions (local 
show promoters from the mid 1980s). Anyhow, seems 


like Nice Guy Productions will be four LV people who 
have previously set up hall shows individually, unified 
to one... Brian Futile (610) 770-6490, Greg Hiestand 
(610) 262-4143, Matt Carlson (610) 398-7860 and Erik 
Branniger (610) 907-9034 (pager) who have combined 
their resources to set up shows collectively. They plan 
on having a mailing list, doing flyers for shows (all area 
shows - not just their own), setting up a web page and 
would like your help. 

There are so many people setting up shows in 
the LV now, and there has been a really great effort 
between everyone as to not step on one another’s 
toes, and to not book gigs too close together. Tis truly 
awesome. 

You can also hook up shows through Andre 
(American Amarian Syrian Society). He’s got a new 
number (610) 432-4324, or as he so bluntly put it when 
he left it on my answering machine, (610) G FAG FAG. 

Spooky Poop 929 Overlook Rd. Whitehall PA 18052. 
Chicken’s zine. Issue number 17 is probably his best. 
He now uses the same printer as I do, and he will 
actually be pressing around 5,000 in the near future 
too... maybe we can coordinate something where his 
comes out one month and mine the next... yeah right., 
anyhow, cool touring tips from Chuck weston, odd 
plow interview and Mr. T Experience... etc... $1ppd. 

That’s it for the new local reading material.. I 
don’t generally review reading material from outside 
of the Lehigh Valley but this next thing I thought was 
so exceptional that I may have to start a listing for 
other material... 

The PROBE #5 $4 ppd PO Box 5068 Pleasanton, CA 
94566... This guy Aaron Muentz puts this out. He 
drives a truck and lives in a “punk” house and does 
this awesome mag. On the cover it says “Creativity is 
for Suckers... more NAKED BABES!”. There is a New 
Bomb Turks interview and some others, record 
reviews etc., but what really strikes is the complete 
openness of the whole zine. There are nude photos of 
his friends, even people he interviewed, like Ramsey 
of AK Press. He goes into great detail of his personal 
life, it’s like reading someone’s diary, and we all know 
how fun that is! The cover model Sheila is real sexy. 

Jim Goad wrote an article for him. And seeing as I just 
got this I haven’t read it yet but he has a big article 
titled “Girl Reviews - A detailed history of Intimacy, 
Love, and Sexual Intercourse in the Life of Aaron 
Muentz”. I mean come on, this is awesome! 

LEHIGH VALLEY TIP BITS 

Outcome: 1228 Third St. N. Catasauqua PA 
18032-2715 PH# 610-264-3907 have a new 7” out. 

Last issue I mentioned that I was going to put 
together a listing of bands/zines/photographers/ etc., 
from the Lehigh Valley in an effort to create like a 
phone book/info source for everyone to use... but that 
didn’t turn out due to a lack of cooperation from 













SOUP 

SANDWICH 

5 song debut 7 inch 

- ripping garage punh from Vermont 
from an ex Yuhster and friends - 


Available for $4 ppd 

(cash or payable to “Frank Pearn Jr.") to: 

FOE 

PO Box 4 

Bethlehem PA 18016 

or available at these Lehigh Valley area stores 
Play It Again 129 W. 4 th St Bethlehem 
PJ Soundz 1245 Chestnut St. Emmaus 
Huston Graphics 161 S. Main Nazareth 


Mother Nature. So what I’ve decided to do is offer 
local bands promoters etc., a cheap way to reach 
thousands of people... look for the I’d Rather Be Dead 
ad this issue and find out what it is... 

MIX IT UP? 

Back in the early days of hardcore/punk/DIY 
etc., in the Lehigh Valley, there was a unified scene. 
Straight edge bands played with punk bands, who 
played on the same bills as noise bands as did speed 
metal bands etc... Everyone may not have dug what 
was going on, but we got exposed to lots of different 
types of music. Thanks to the explosion of the various 
types of music, and MTV fucking things up, there 
really isn’t a crossover anymore. And I think everyone 
loses out in this. There are punk shows in the lehigh 
valley, there are hardcore shows in the lehigh valley, 
there are the bar bands, the metal bands, the pop 
punk shows etc... but there is no crossover... there is 
also a big age problem in the scene... the older crowd 
doesn’t want to be associated with going to hall shows 
anymore, some of this is a drinking thing which is the 
best reason I’ve heard, cuz it is so uncool to drink at 
rented hall shows... 

Good news... there are four things going on 
right now that are possibly going to help clear these 


problems up... 1) Mr. Yuk is playing a reunion gig at 
Scarlett’s on Feb. 18. This should bring out some of 
the old punk rockers from the 80s. Mr. Yuk was in their 
heyday back in like 88 or something. There are really 
good new bands on the bill, which might revitalize the 
interest of old punks to come out to see some of the 
newer bands like Walter Krug and Plow United. 

2) The typically pop punk shows are having 
some hardcore bands (old school styled aka real fast), 
old school punk type bands and ska bands play on the 
bills. Thanks to people like Mike Davidson and the Vile 
Horrendous who are trying their best to mix things up. 
New local bands like the Accidents and Psycho 
Gumby are also mixing styles within their sets. 

3) There are some bigger bands coming 
through town thanks to the formation of Nice Guy 
Productions and the efforts of Andre. 

4) Spring is coming... and that means people 
will want to get the fuck out of their homes for 
anything! 

So open your minds to new music, that is part 
of what FOE is about, why I try to cover a wide variety 
of music. I am a music fan after all, not just a punk. 

Also of note, John Loftus of the Clap (one of 
the first punk bands in the Lehigh Valley) has gotten 
Nostalgia Crisis together... Look for them soon. They’ll 
be like the UK circa 1977, no doubt. 
























j i MJ Jui i j jj>4f-F-i.r rr ^ i r ur^ j 


A fflICHTY JEUCTIOA OF 
AITERAATIVE fflUJIC 



New Hr Used cds, Ips, cassettes. 
T-shirts, postcards, stickers,... 
Books, zines, comics... 

Videos for rent and sale... 

PLAY IT AGAIN 


12t) W. 4111 ST. 
BETHLEHEM PA 

PHONE (610) 868-3711 
HOURS Monday - Saturday 10-8 
Sundays Noon til 5 
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NEW 5TUFF !! 
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The Motards 14 * ■ * 

rock kids CD 



The Xrays 
Speed Wile CD 


Sicko 

Chef Boy RU Pum CP 






Mar 12th- Allentown,PA@ Amer.Syran.Soc. 

Mar 13th-WA. DC-TBA 

Mar 14th- NY. NY. - Coney Isl. High 

Mar 15th- Philadelphia, PA. - TBA 

Mar 16th- Portsmouth, NH @ Elvis Room 

Mar 17th- Boston, MA.@The Middle East 

Mar 18th- New Jersey - Pipeline 

Mar 19th- Pittsburg, PA. - TBA 

Mar 20th- Cleveland @Speakin Tongues 

Mar 21st- Lexington, KY.@Heresy Club 

Mar 22nd- Champaign, IL- TBA 

Mar 23rd- Chicago @ Fireside Bowling 

Mar 24th -St Louis, MO - Ciceros 

Mar 25th - Lawrence -TBA 

Mar 26th - Kansas City -Daily Grind 

Mar 28th - Cheyanne, WY-GI Forum 

Mar 29th - Denver - The Raven 

Mar 30th - Salt Lake -Cinema Bar 

Mar 31st - Boise, ID - TBA 


enpTi 


SASE for Catalog 
PO Box 12034 Seattle, Wa 98102 
Distributed by Mordam 
CD -$10/ LP - $8 


dates are tentative so check the Sicko Page @ 
www.eskimo.com /-lostboy/Sicko/sicko.htm 






























































































NEED CASH? 


Jack needs 
Your recordsm 


PUNK, NEW WAVE, ALTERNATIVE, ROCK, PSYCH, GARAGE, PROGRESSIVE, SKA, JAZZ, ETC. 
WILL CONSIDER RECORDS OF ALL SHAPES AND SIZES AS WELL AS CDS 
ALSO INTERESTED IN PURCHASING ENTIRE COLLECTIONS'" 


CASH PAID! 


CALL 610-767-0840 ANY DAY BEFORE 10 PM - ASK FOR JACK 



10 YEARS IN DEVELOPMENT. 
7 YEARS IN LAB TESTING. 

5 YEARS IN ROAD TESTING. 
THE RESULT: 


THIS EARTH SUCKS 

A 34-song CD collection of all 
releases ever by this classic NH 
pop-punk-surf band. Underap¬ 
preciated in their time, these 
eggheads disbanded in 1992 and formed Sink¬ 
hole and Doc Hopper. Don't miss out on some 
of the catchiest, craziest, pubescent punk rock 

the 80's had to offer. 




ALSO, 2 NEW 7"S FROM R.E.R. 


9 Maplecrest, Newmarket, NH 03857. SASE for catalog. 



HUFFY - anything goes 7“ NEW SWEET BREATH - 7“ 























FIVE FUCKING YEARS!!! 

For those of you unfamiliar with my column, I try to relate 
stories dealing with the evolution possible in life... basically through just 
relating things that have happened to me and what I’ve seen and 
experienced... this is kind of a special issue for me... 

Five Years... aka 1,825 days... aka 43,800 hours... aka 
2,628,000 minutes... aka 157,680,000 seconds... of sobriety... 

For eleven years I battled with a drinking problem that went 
through various stages, that progressed extremely quickly. 

I can remember my first real drunk at age 14. My cousin was 
going into the army and was having a going away party. So I was the 
little kid they were gonna get drunk or something. Now I had been 
swiping swigs of brew off of my dad for many a year, that was the trade 
for fetching them from the fridge for him while he watched TV. But this 
was my first real drunk. The effect... I became paranoid. It wasn’t fun. 
The fuzziness turned into extreme paranoia. No shit! 

I didn't really get ripped again til I turned 16 when I got my first 
car. The car served as a liquor cabinet and a bar as well as being a 
means of travel. That was 1982. And in 1982, that was where kids (and 
adults too) drank. Drinking and driving was still an accepted part of our 


society back then. Sixteen year old kids were still getting served in bars 
and old folks loved buying booze for youngsters. 

I still have the ice scraper with the bottle opener on it. 40s 
were Quarts back then, and there was no such thing as ice beer, lite 
beer or zima. We drank Peppermint Schnapps (hadn’t yet developed the 
taste for whiskey) and any beer that came in a bottle. Bottles were 
preferred over cans cuz when you were drinking and driving there was 
no greater feeling than smashing those bottles on the road or on traffic 
signs while cruising the back roads late at night. The early and mid 80s 
were different, possibly the last years for accepted excess by anyone 
and general usage by kids. Those were the fun years of my drinking 
career. Weekends where a quart was king and gave a nice buzz. 

The next step was downing 2 quarts in a 15 minute drive 
(while doing the driving), which was fast enough to make the eyes 
water. Fifteen minutes was how long it took to get to the punk rock 
record store from where we got the beer. 

Weekend buzz tests turned into the first pukes and the first 
hangovers from drinking what we thought were insane amounts (yeah 
right!) of alcohol. Then it evolved to sneaking out to the parking lot 
during breaks at the shit job, chugging & gulping beer, that was sitting in 
the car in the afternoon heat of summer. 

I believe the first time I swore off booze was the time I drank 
two bottles of Schnapps in a short amount of time. But that was only to 
appease someone else. 

The progression once I graduated high school was insanely 
quick compared to the early years. Black outs, fights (actually more like 
attacks cuz I rarely remember anyone ever hitting back), trashing 
apartments, property and my body (both internally and externally - both 



THE RINGING EAR RECORDS SAMPLER CD 


FEATURING ELEVEN SONGS BY: 


SAMPLE SIX 
GREAT BANDS 
FOR THE LOW 
LOW PRICE 
OF $3.00 U.S.I 
($4 CANADA, 
$8 WORLD) . 


SINKHOLE 
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BENDER 

NEW SWEET BREATH 

THE A.G'S 

HUFFY 


I- Aa c | Ear 
1. U Records 

© Mapujcrbst 
Newmarket, NH 03857 
RER@BcUEi'ilM net 


AT ONLY $3 PPD. US. ($4 CAN., $5 WORLD), YOU CANT AFFORD NOT TO BUY THIS CD! 













self inflicted and some due to the poisons being shoved into my body). 
Suicide attempts, massive depressions and extreme effects from 
alcoholism that many never reach, especially in their early 20s. Actual 
physical cravings (dependence?) and black outs so severe, that they 
would sometimes start after only two “pounders”, which were of course 
“ingested" in about 2 minutes each, which is about as fast as you can 
pour them into your system. (Note: black outs are said to be 
progressive, once you have them, they come quicker...) Waking up with 
bloody knuckles, or in unfamiliar places, and familiar places but with no 
recollection of how I got there. 

Let’s back this up a bit.. In college I began a maintenance 
program... I would pour a few beers at lunch (convinced myself that if I 
didn’t drink before noon, I wasn't an alcoholic) and when the days 
activities were complete, perform the “ritual". Which was to open a bottle 
of whiskey, and two bottles of beer at once. I would stand by the kitchen 
sink, in case of accidental spillage or possible rejection from drinking too 
fast and alternately pour whiskey and beer down my throat, non stop, 
until actually feeling a buzz. 

DO NOT TRY THIS AT HOME!!! As a therapist later told me, 
“Do you know that you could have died drinking like that?”. I just looked 
at him, like hadn't he been listening to my story... no shit Sherlock, do 
you think I cared? Anyhow when the buzz hit, that was time to stop, put 
the little remaining booze away and quick go find a place to sit down, 
and crank up Discharge really loud, cuz the upcoming high would just 
about paralyzed me. Then the weekends would come and were 
complete blurs. When I discovered coke I found that I could drink for the 
entire weekend with the help of this “drinking aid”. Later on, when my 
alcoholism opened a door to violence, I found another drinking aid... 


smoking pot completely incapacitated me, and took away my urge to kill. 
So after heavy drinking, a little smoke calmed me down. But booze will 
find a way., when the blackouts started coming sooner, the violence 
started coming sooner as well. 

All through this, I tried to quit several times. Going to a few AA 
meetings and once, while still in college quitting for exactly 100 days. 
Going to see the Exploited and Half Life in Pittsburgh was just too much 
for my sobriety at the time. And I figured that the fact that those two 
bands, playing on my hundredth day was more than a coincidence, so I 
got loaded, which of course started me back on the drinking race. 

I wasn’t educated enough about being sober to remain sober. 

I made fatal mistakes and looked at getting sober as “just not drinking’’. 
But being sober is more than not drinking. Just like living is more than 
just existing. They have a bunch of slogans in AA that really are more 
than just slogans... The first step in any problem situation is always to 
identify the problem. That was easy I knew I had a problem. And it 
works for any problem, not just drinking or drugs. Most people have to 
hit a bottom, where their drinking is totally out of control, and something 
major happens like they kill someone DUI, lose a job, get a divorce or 
whatever. My bottom kept hitting progressively new lows until I ended up 
in a hospital, which was a direct result of me quitting for two months and 
then giving up on quitting drinking one night, but in the midst of it all, 
calling someone and telling them I had just made a potentially fatal 
mistake... 

43,800 hours later, I’m still sober. Some wonder how that is 
possible? To not drink anything for any period of time... Each person is 
different. Each drunk is different. Each person’s path to sobriety is 
different. One thing to remember is that you are always on a path... You 
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are always traveling, taking a moment to reflect on your life will show 
you that. I am in a sense, glad that I was a violent, destructo drunk. It’s 
easier to quit and to get the support of your friends. No one wants a 
violent drunk around. Most of my friends who are “alcoholic” by 
definition, or problem drinkers are either peaceful drunks, only harming 
their bodies and poisoning their brains, or only lash out occasionally 
when there isn't anyone around. So they secretly or unknowingly suffer 
the other effects of alcoholism or other addictions. 

My path started, really started with rehab, 30 days. Then AA 
for a period of about 3 to 4 years at varying levels. At first I went to AA 
all the time, then when some other friends of mine quit drinking and 
drugging, I was there for them (and myself), supporting them and going 
to meetings with them. Basically the first 2 years of sobriety were pretty 
much hazy. It was a daily, sometimes hourly fight to keep from drinking. 
Suicidal thoughts, depression, the desire to give up hope and a 
tendency towards isolation from the outside world all added to the 
problem of being sober in a world I had viewed through a booze bottle 
for nearly half of my life, and all of which would have fallen under the 
catch all phrase “dysfunctional". I always had a lot of self determination, 
which carried me through in my sobriety, and which actually helped me 
to hide my problem from other people. Through AA I learned that to 
keep sober, you had to work on your “character defects”. Once you get 
a hold of not drinking, you work on yourself. Bettering yourself, working 
on problems that are within. Whether its improving your self esteem, 
ridding yourself of a violent lifestyle, discovering your other addictions 
and dealing with those, learning how to relate to other people, and just 
determining what is important to you in your life and what you’d like to 


In our society being a recovering alcoholic still carries a stigma 
to it, but if you are still a practicing alcoholic you are looked upon as 
someone with a problem and is looked upon as a person who is either 
weak or someone who can’t control themselves, or just a bad person, 
or cool, or creative... depending on who is doing the looking. 

I have grown more in the last 5 years as a human than in the 
previous 24 years. Most people don’t want to hear about a triumph, it’s 
boring. They’d rather hear about me smashing up someone’s property, 
getting into a fight with a guy who knows karate, partying in one state 
and waking up in the backseat of my car in another, interviewing a 
straight edge band while I am in a blackout, getting drunk with Poison 
Idea in a squat house in Philly or how much a human can really drink 
without dying. But that is our society again... 

So I will some it all up real quick for ya. I have learned that 
friends are important. I treasure my friends... including those who drink 
and who have drinking problems... The desire to drink actually does go 
away (I thought the old timers in AA were kidding). I have learned to 
accept who I am, and work on my character defects where necessary. 
The old serenity prayer... tho I am an agnostic... actually helps a lot. I 
am still working on selfesteem, relationships, my anger/rage/temper 
and learning to relax and take it easy. I find myself continually finding 
new things out about myself, and that is all about growth. I have learned 
that I can not be in a “boyfriend/girlfriend” or “husband/wife” type 
relationship with someone who even occasionally gets drunk and is not 
working on making them selves a better person. Friendships are ok for 
some reason though... Unless of course they are drunk assholes, but I 
just stay away from them when they are assholes... 


do. AKA living your life instead of washing it away. 
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Before this turns into some sort of 90 page life story, I would 
just like to thank all of my friends who stood by me through the chaos 
years and helped me through the years afterwards, and who continue to 
help me (it is a continual process). I would like to also thank all of the 
people I have met since, who weren’t aware of my past, and who didn't 
judge me on my past, but who accepted me for who I am today. 

Take what you will from this. This is just bits and pieces of my 
evolution so far. I’m not trying to tell anyone to join M or go to a rehab 
or quit this or quit that. This is my evolution. You may have another 
problem, things can work out the same way. You can either face your 
problems or not. I guess I’d just like to say that things can get better, 
people can change, and that maybe the meaning of life is growth. It's a 
better guess at the meaning of life than stagnation, avoidance, escapism 
or whatever... 

What time is it anyway? Alright! Five years and a minute! 

NEW TATTOO 

So I tend to get some sort of body thing done for my 
anniversaries. I’ve had three piercings and one tattoo for the first four 
years. The tattoo was the best idea. It was a collage of the “bad” things 
that happened to me while drinking. I see it everyday and it reminds me 
that I can not drink, something that is easy to forget about 5 years into 
sobriety... Try and remember what you were doing 5 years ago... It 
almost seems like it was someone else, that is until I check out my 
tattoo and personalize it. 


Anyhow, so what to get as my tattoo for the 5 year 
anniversary? What is important, something good, symbolizing my 
growth... FOE! I've been doing FOE since 1984, a big chunk of my life. 
FOE represents the music I love, and in the last 5 years a forum for my 
observations and growth personally. So it was obvious, the FOE 
cheerleaders, cheering me on... reminding me of all the things I love- 
music, communication and women! 

What’s the Matter With Kids Today? 

These are the lyrics to a NOFX song from their new disc... 

"There's something wrong with the kids in my neighborhood 
they always listen to mom (?), They disregard civil disobedience, they’d 
rather do what they’re told, they don't drink or fuck or fight, they stay 
home and read, expand their minds... there’s something wrong with the 
kids in my cul de sac, they’re always going to church, they dress well 
and articulate, they show each other respect, they’re never late, don't 
smoke or break rules, they eat right, study hard, they like school there's 
something wrong....” 

Funny, that is something 1 noticed with today’s Lehigh 
Valley punk scene. Most of the young kids don’t drink which I 
suppose is good. I just wonder if these kids are sewing their wild 
oats or if they will explode later on in life. Unlike the Objects of 
Hate, the GG Allin wanna be band of the Lehigh Valley, who are 
gonna explode before they can grow facial hair. Is booze a rite of 
passage? Is sewing the wild oats a rite of passage? Is wondering 
what’s the matter with the kids today a rite of passage? 
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Coming Soon 

On Aiybmal Re&o'idA 

Grieving Eucalyptus / The Overdrives split7" 

(formely Irys) 

Still Available: Abysmal Popcorn 1 year anniversary issue (#6) 

with comp tape featuring: 

Grieving Eucalyptus, Walter Krug, Irys, Fathead 
Muzzy, The Jesus Brothers, The Verge 

Only $2.00! ppd. 

Back issues (#1 —#5) are $1.00 

Abysmal Popcorn 
14 Lewis St. 

Phi I lipsburg NJ 08865 

(if you need to send a check, make it payable to Toni Fernandez) 
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I Bras h hardcore, Aggressive to say the least. 1 
| Lois of great s ongs, and many that stay fi 
I with you long after you are finished listening/M 
They sell these for a buck at shows, get one damn it/ 


SPOOKY POOP 


Holy Hardcore Batman! 


guitar sounds and you can’t beat the price 

| If you dig hardcore, you need this tape! 1 


ABYSMAL POPCORN 
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20 SONG CASSETTE 
CHECK IT OUT!!! 


AVAILABLE THROUGH FOE RECORDS AND PLAY IT AGAIN: 129 W 4TH ST BETHLEHEM 
OR SEND $1.00 + $1.50 SHIPPING TO: F.C. C/O SHAWN MEDER 701 PAOLI ST ALLENTOWN PA 18103 

F.C. PLAYS FREE. FOR BOOKINGS, CALL MIKE’S VOICE MAIL ( 610) 758-6255 


PHOTOS: USA MEDER (BAND PHOTO), JESSICA BAER (LIVE SHOTS) 

CHECK OUT THESE LEHIGH VALLEY Z1NES!!! 

FOE: PO BOX 4 BETHLEHEM PA 18016 - ABYSMAL POPCORN: 14 LEWIS ST PHILUPSBURG NJ 08865 - SPOOKY POOP: 929 OVERLOOK RD WHITEHALL PA 18052 
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This interview was conducted on the phone by Frank FOE with Swilin Jim, 
guitarist/vocalist of Weston, on the problems he's had with the US 
Government shut-down due to the impasse on the budget, the blizzard of 
1996 and him trying to get through all the red tape to get into Europe to tour 
with his band mates. The interview was done on the eve of him leaving... 

Afro transcribed the interview. 




© Hello? __ 

FOE Hi, is Jim there? S jw p 

FOE Jim, it's Frank. mBk 

FOE Not much man. How ya doing? 
FOE Is everything set? 

FOE Excellent! 


© Urn, yeah this is Jim. 

© Hey bud, what's goin’ on? 
© Oh, not bad chief. 

© Uh, well I got the Passport. 


©Yeah. I’m hanging on the tix (plane tickets to Europe) now. They're 
supposed to be coming in the mail Fed Express... I’ve been sitting here 
looking out the freakin window... Cuz my mailman was funny (when he 
delivered the passport)... He just slipped a note in my mail that said 
“sorry we missed you" and he didn't even try to deliver the mail, so I 
went out there with my car and I caught him. I said “Look. Don’t I have 
to sign for something?” I'm like “I was home” I walked outside when he 
was delivering my mail. He totally dissed me man. But I got him! I 
needed to. I don’t have the tix yet they should be here today. My travel 
agent guaranteed me that. He next day Fed Ex’d them. 

FOE So I thought originally you were going down to Philly to get your 
passport and stuff? 

© Oh, no. The lady said she’d next day mail it to me. I was like Oh Ok. 
She was nice about it. She was cool....But he (the mailman) was 
playing funny games with me. I couldn’t believe that, cuz it says US 
Customs right on the package. It looks important. You’d think he'd 
make the effort. 

FOE And he just put a little fuckin note in your mailbox saying he 
attempted to deliver but you weren’t around? 

© Just a little note that said sorry we missed you, and he never tried to 
get me. And I was home! 

FOE Shit. He didn’t ring the doorbell or nothing? 

©Nothing. NOTHING! 

FOE Cocksucker! (laughs) It’s a good thing you had your.eye out. 

© That’s right. Hey, I’ve been looking out the window all day waiting for 
these guys. 

FOE Can you still look out the window now and talk to me? 

© Oh! I'm lookin man! 

FOE So is it ok to finish this interview now? 

© Oh yeah, I’m right by the window. 

FOE Cool. I don’t want to make you miss the shit. 

© Aw dude, I'd be fuming! I’m having a tough go with this whole thing. 
FOE I can imagine. © It’s unbelievable. 

FOE Let’s go back to the beginning so we have some kind of 
organization on this thing. When did you originally apply and what did 



you have to apply for? 

© Me, Dave, and Chuck all went together (for the passports). And this 
was in like...late November (tour started the first week in January). 

What I took was a registration of birth. But I guess it wasn’t good 
enough. You needed something with a raised seal on it. So they said 
“This isn’t the right thing, you have to get your real one from Harrisburg.” 
So then I sent for that. 

FOE Where did the three of you have to go to get this stuff? 

© The Northampton County Courthouse in Easton. So they gave me 
this 800 number to call out in Harrisburg and they said they would have 
it to me in like 3 days. So I do that. When I get it we’re away in NY in 
the studio so it’s sitting here at home. I physically have to take it back 
down to the courthouse because they make you take an oath, then you 
have to sign. So nobody could do it for me and it’s just sitting at my 
house while we’re gone. Then I get home, I go down, and I do it. And 
it’s sent off and it’s fine, and it's being worked on. But in the mean time 
Dave’s telling me he had a problem so his is being worked on, and his 
gets done before the US Government shut down. Mine misses it... it 
must have missed it by very little because when I called the Philly 
passport office they said I was 3rd on the list. So it must have just 
missed, because the guy was able to give me all my information. He's 
like “ Your issue date is December 18", he gave me my passport 
number for our work visas. It was right in front of him so I must have 
just missed it. 

FOE So the government shut down and you had 3 in front of you but 
they shut down, so you couldn’t get it? 

© They shut down on me. 

FOE And that guy couldn’t send it out even though it was finished? 

© No, he would not send it out. He said he was going above what he 
should be doing by giving me the information off of it. 

FOE Well what the hell was he doing there in the first place? 

© He was there for emergency calls only. I called the emergency line. 
FOE Ok, I see what your saying. Because you could get it if somebody 
died or something like that, whatever they call an “emergency”. 

© That’s right. If it was life or death. I tried to plead my case being 
that my employment was an emergency, but they didn’t buy into that. 
They weren’t buying that. They weren’t buying it for anybody. 

FOE Geez! And what does it take? It just takes them putting a fucking 
stamp on it. 

© That’s all it took! Yesterday (Wednesday, January 10 th ) was the first 
day they were open. The temporary layoff was over, but then they were 
closed Monday (January 8 th ) and Tuesday (January 9 th ) because of the 
blizzard. This was the first day they were open, BANG the lady got it out 
in the mail to me. So that's all it took. 

FOE So that's the first they were open since December 18? 

© Or before that. All these headaches could have been avoided if 
somebody would have just mailed it. You know. If it had to go through 
the background check or whatever they do. If all that had to be done I 
can understand, there’s a lot more legwork involved. But we’re talking 
just putting it in the mail, it was all finished and ready to go! 

FOE So when did Dave get his? 

© Dave got his....I know he was getting to the point where it was getting 
scary for him...but he got his probably a week or so before they left (the 
rest of weston left for Europe December 31 st 1995). So he was cutting it 
close but in enough time where it didn’t cause any headaches. Right up 
till the end we thought I had a chance of getting mine. Especially after 
that phone call, knowing it was done and stuff, but nothing turned out. 


FOE But the government just never opened up? 

© Exactly. I was thinking at the least, if they didn't balance the budget, 
they’d have one of those emergency openings. I thought that might 
come through, but that didn’t work out either. I mean I was on the 
phone with congressmen, you name it. Dave Stein (a lawyer) was trying 
to get it so I could be emancipated to go into Germany. So I could be in 
that country but in order to leave that country my passport would get 
sent over to there, but that wasn't happening. No one could help. I was 
so helpless. There was nothing I could do, it was crazy. Yesterday was 
like, they're open. I know they’re open. So I’m calling the place and it's 
impossible to get through. You know billions of people are calling. I 
finally get through and you have to sit through like 5 minutes of 
recordings "if you want this press “1” and I finally get to where I need to 
go and you hear this computer voice come on and say something like 
“your call is now being transferred hold on the line.” So I’m holding on 
the line. Once it connects for the transfer that line’s busy. Like they had 
no “On Hold.” It was hard... So then I’d have to hang up, try to get 
through again, go through the recorded messages, wait to be 
transferred and hope to god it wasn’t busy. It was terrible. But then I 
got through and the only bright spot in this whole thing was the lady was 
really cool. 

FOE Well sure. She hadn’t had to work in a month, (laughs) They’ve 
been on vacation for a fucking month. 

© Yeah and they get all that back pay. 

FOE Nice check for doing nothing. Gotta love that. 

©Got to. So this is it man. 

FOE Where are you picking everything up? 

© Amsterdam. I'm flying straight into Amsterdam. Saturday morning I’ll 
meet up with those guys (weston). 

FOE So you missed dates in Germany? 

© Yeah, I missed 5 German dates, the tour started Jan. 5 th . But I know 
we swing back to Germany towards the end. We kinda do a big circle. 
So since we’re going to leave from Germany we’ll play there again. 

FOE Are all the dates with Ten Foot Pole and Voodoo Glow Skulls? 

© All the dates are with Ten Foot Pole, but my understanding is that 
Voodoo Glow Skulls are playing about half of it. I know on February 14 
we’re playing with Gwar in Spain. Barcelona. Yeah, everybody that 
sees the itinerary says “Oh, you’re playing with Gwar?” Yeah Man! 

Gwar on Valentines Day. It’ll be sick.... I just talked to Sandy (Weston’s 
manager) from over there and they seemed excited for me to get over 
there which is good. 

FOE Well, the band didn’t even get a chance to practice as a 3-piece. 

© No. I don't think so. 

FOE So I’m sure that it’s kinda awkward. 

© Yeah. It’s like SMACK! They just had to do it. 

FOE So they do know you're going to be there in Amsterdam? 

© Oh yeah. They’re gonna pick me up. They’ll be there with the bus 
or whatever. That’ll be great. I’m so friggin excited. Especially with 
how crappy it was for me to get to it with all this stuff and I’m so ready 
now to just do it. I’ve got my stuff packed and I’m totally ready to go right 
now. But we’re supposed to get this huge snow (the night he is 
supposed to fly out of NYC the weather forecast called for another foot 
of snow). We’re supposed to get another storm. So Sandy called today 
to say “Call us before you leave" almost anticipating a canceled flight or 
a delayed flight. 

FOE So when exactly are you leaving? 


© 9:15 Friday night. I think the snow is supposed to start Thursday 
and snow all day Friday. 

FOE The continuing saga of “Smilin’Jim goes to Europe”. ^ 

© If this flight doesn’t happen I don’t know what I’m gonna do, because 
I have to fly into a big city that has an airport in Europe. I’m sure the 
16th in Copenhagen would be do-able, but it just stinks that it has to 
keep backing up. 

FOE At the worst you’re still going to have a whole month right? When 
are you guys coming back? 

© That's correct. Well, the last playing date is the 19th of February. 

So we get back on the 21st I think. 

FOE And how long until your next disc is released? 

© April 1.1 guess we’re doing some record release thing at Lehigh 
[University] on March 24 th . We’ll have advance copies of it. Which 
should be really cool. I guess we’re going to tour the US again in May. 
FOE Is that going to be by yourselves? 

© Right now that’s up in the air. There’s definitely been talk of us 
going with somebody bigger, but nothing’s been put in concrete or 
anything. I’m psyched to do it either way cuz our last tour by ourselves 
was great. I really miss those guys I can’t wait to go over there. I always 
get real tentative before I go on tour. But now I’m like, ready to go! I'll be 
like Johnny Fire! 

FOE I can see you breaking your leg on the first day... 

© Can you imagine that, like I get off the plane and slip and break my 
fucking arm or something. 

FOE Just be fucking careful! 

© That would totally fit with my luck. I can’t believe you just said that, 

I'm totally knocking on my wood table! 

FOE This is gonna be one of those things that you’ll be laughing about 
for the rest of your lives... 

©Yeah we are.. 

FOE You seem to be handling it very well. 

© I’ve been just sitting here writing songs. I can’t just sit here and be 
pissed. That’s futile. (Smilin’ Jim made it to Europe by the way... 
let’s hope he makes it back...) 






/ got to interview Violent Society after a surprisingly fun show 
at Scarlet's. The show cost $7 which was stupid, I'm not sure 
why the owner's of the club don't understand that if they 
would have charged only $5 that there would have been at 
least 50 more kids there, mathematically making it beneficial 
for them to charge less... And no 1 didn'tpay the $7,1 
weaseled my way in... Anyhow, Violent Society wasn't playing 
but they did come up to catch the triumphant return gig of 
Christian Science AD, who hadn't played a gig in 8 months 
and were feared dead! The Piss Shivers and FC also played as 
well as a few others. It was a great, hardcore punk, circle 
dancing frenzy of a night! 

Speaking of bargains, you should order the Violent Society cd 
right now, it is only $6 ppd and there is an ad for it from 
Motherbox Records in this issue of FOE... somewhere... get it! 
Interview was conducted by Frank FOE. Responses by Pat 
(vocals) and Kelly (drums). The band was born March 27, 
1990... 

Thanks also goes out to Jeff C. and Julie Harvey who sent me 
stuff a while ago, which I just finally got to use in conjunction 
with this interview... 

EOF On your new disc, "Not Enjoyin' It", why didn't you 
print lyrics? 

Kelly His (Pat) excuse was always that his favorite band of all 
time, FOD never printed their lyrics, so why should he. I don’t 
know what the new one is... 

Pat We couldn’t afford to do a thanks list and lyric sheet too. So we 
just did the thanks list. 

FOE What do you write about? 

Pat .It’s more or less just my experiences. Most are about how I feel, 
which doesn’t reflect everyone in the band. 

Kelly Especially the one about not drinking. 

Pat We did a new song that is not on the cd, and it’s about my stance 
on drugs and alcohol. 

FOE What is your stance on it? 

Pat I don’t agree with it but, you know. I’m not here to preach either. 
Kelly But he sniffs glue... 

Pat By accident... 

Kelly My ass! 

FOE He sniffs glue by accident! 

Pat The song is called “Wake up and Die”. It’s about cocaine and 
stuff. How it fucks you up. Take it for what you want, if you don’t like it 
whatever... Some of the songs are about classification, isolation, 
politics, you know. Personal politics. Our view of what punk is... 
compared to others... 


Kelly As far as drugs goes... If you want to do certain things, 
that’s fine. If you are a friend and I think you are fucking your 
life up then I’ll let you know. But otherwise, and you don’t want 
to hear about it, then whatever. 

Pat I’ve just seen a lot of my friends get fucked up. And if I can save 
like one or two souls out there, so be it... 

Kelly Wise words from Pat! 

FOE Why did you name the disc "Not Enjoyin' It"? 

Kelly The last song on the disc, which doesn’t have a name, is 
really called “Not Enjoyin’ It”, and someone said it sounded like 
a Nirvana song, so we called it “Not Enjoyin’ It” cuz Kurt 
wasn’t enjoying life and shot his head off. 

PAI We were originally going to call it “Special Duties” after the 
“Violent Society” ep by the band Special Duties, but we decided not to. 
FOE Cuz I'm looking at the cover of the cd, and the title, and 
the cover has these pictures of punk rock crowds at shows, and 
I'm like, what, don't they enjoy what they are doing?... How'd 
you hook up with that label that does the dollar records or 
what ever, Roten Roll? 

Pat Mike wrote a letter to Roten Roll, and said he really liked what 
they were doing, with the giving away free records. We had put out 
some ads in MRR and a few other places that we were giving away 
free tapes. They saw those ads and when we sent them the letter, they 
wanted to do a 7”. So it just started from there. It helped out a lot. 

Kelly In the first three or four months they are free. Then they 
were a dollar to cover the cost of making them. 

Pat It only costs 33 cents to make the record, and then another nickel 
to xerox the cover... When you only press like 300 copies of a record it 
costs like $1.40 for the record. We did 1,500 in the first shot and it cost 
a lot less. 

Kelly And we split the cost between two bands. 

Pat And Rotten Roll distributes them at bulk postage rates of 38 cents 
each instead of the dollar something it costs to normally mail them. 
People get the records for free and then they send you donations cuz 
they like what you are doing. It’s a good way to get exposure, without 
going out to Indiana and playing to 5 people... 

Kelly It all breaks even in the end. 

Pat Some jack asses write us and say “you should be giving these 
away for free, look at the cheesey covers you put on these”. And I’m 
like fuck you, it’s the music that is important, not the cover. It’s all just 
industry rules really. 




















FOE What about the cd, you are selling it for $5 at shows or 
$6 through the mail... 

Kelly We got a thousand of them pressed for what... 

Pat It came out to be like $1.90 a cd. 

Kelly So why the hell should we be charging $8 for it? 

Pat People are more likely to buy it if it’s only $5. (ed. note: Same 
concept that the guy’s at Scarlet’s need to learn about door prices...) 
FOE You must have gotten a good deal on your recording 
costs too? 

Kelly $25 an hour. We did two sessions. I figure it was like 
$800. So the total cost was like $2,000 for 1,000 cds. 

Pat It turns out that we are just breaking even, we’re not making any 
money. 

FOE How long did it take you to sell your first 1,000 copies? 
Pat A month and a half. We got rid of about 450 ourselves, at shows.. 
Motherbox got rid of the others. 

FOE I’ve been looking at a lot of label's wholesale costs and 
distributors costs lately, and I've noticed a lot of labels are 
charging like $8 wholesale! So I mean, the distributors are 
gonna want to make money off of your cd... 

Pat We are selling it to them for reasonable prices, but if we find out 
that someone is selling them for like $12 or whatever, they are not 
going to get them again. 

Kelly There was this one store in New Hope that we sold them 
to him for $5 with the condition that he would sell them for $6 
and as it turned out he was selling them for $9, so we’re not 
going to give him anymore. Normally we sell them to 
distributors who are ordering like 20 copies for like $3 each. 
FOE This all leads to my next question, why didn't you pull 
the old Crass move, and put a label on the cover, " Don't pay 
anymore than $6.99" or something like that? 

Pat We didn’t think of it actually. I’ll be completely honest. We were so 
worried about putting it out... it kept getting delayed and we actually 
messed up the back, where it gave Motherbox’s address. We put down 
NJ instead of NY, so when we originally saw that, which was the day it 
was supposed to go to the printer, we had to fix that.... The whole 
pricing thing just goes to show you how much bands are really ripping 
off kids that they are supposed to be helping. 

Kelly Especially the major labels, I mean, they are pressing 
like 250,000 copies of a cd, their cost is like a third of ours. 

They might be paying fifty cents a cd... Even if a band spends 
$250,000 recording a cd, and they sell a million copies of their 
cd, that is only 25 cents towards the cost of the cd. 

FOE Well that's why they want cds. The profit margin is so 
much greater than the Ip. The prices to the consumer doubled 
and the costs for the record label were reduced... 

So the shows that you play, have you run into any problems 
where you are selling your stuff at real low prices and the 
" competition" says something about it or wants you to charge 
more cuz they can't compete? 

Pat We did play up in North Jersey, and there was a band, and we 
won’t name names, but we set up our table right next to theirs and they 
played and were selling their shirts for like $12 and their cds for like 
$10 and they got really pissed off at us... 

FOE As far as not looking at it as ripping people off, how 
about earning a living off of your music? 

Pat We’re not, we work at least 40 hour a week jobs. And Dave goes 
to school and works... If you take your money that you would spend on 
dope or whatever, it adds up after a while and you can do things. 
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Kelly That’s why he always has more money than the rest of 
us, cuz he doesn’t drink or smoke or anything. 

FOE So do you have a problem with band's who do this for a 
living or is it just your philosophy? 

Pat If that’s what they are out to do then let them do it. 

Kelly We don’t want to be rock stars or what ever. We just 
have this ethic where if it only cost us this much to make then it 
should only cost the person who is buying it a little bit more. I 
mean we used to just get 300 copies printed of our 7”s, and we 
used to sell them for $3, because you had to, just to break even. 
Pat And no matter what, if you pay $5 for our cd, there is no way that 
you can say you were ripped off. 

FOE Hell you can take it to a used cd store and sell it to 
them for almost that. 

Kelly With our free tape, we saw a couple in stores in Philly 
for $5! As far as what other bands do, that’s fine. 1 mean it’s just 
like I get along fine with Pat, he doesn’t drink or smoke, I 
mean... 

Pat If you’re happy about rippin people off then fine... 

Kelly We do this band for fun. 

FOE Ok, enough of that, what is the history behind the 
"East Coast Assholes" thing? 

Pat There is this guy Marty Munch. He came up with the term. We did 
a split with Infant Mortality. They are the East Coast Assholes, we’re 
not. But seeing as we are on the split. Marty is just a real negative 
influence. We were coming down 76 from Ohio and he is like mooning 
nuns and shit. He got this girl to drink piss. Lots and lots of stories. So, 
he’s the one with that term, not us... 
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Pat No, they’ll just quit them. I work for my dad, I can’t. 

Kelly You don’t want to touch that.... 

FOE What do you do for your dad? 

Pat I protect the environment. I’m a recycler. 

Kelly Yeah after he throws the plastic bag in the parking lot. 
FOE So do you have any good stories... 

Kelly We almost got arrested on the way home. Him and 
Marty and Marty’s girlfriend went home early after a show we 
did in DC at the Black Cat. We were all just like way trashed... 
some guy was rubbing his balls on my cymbals and on Mike’s 
guitar case... so we were leaving DC at 2 in the morning, and 
Dave was the only one who was sober, so he drove, and he 
decides to pull off the road in the middle of Maryland 
somewhere and park in one of the doctor’s parking spaces at a 
hospital to sleep. So a couple of the guys went off to the hills to 
sleep and the other four of us were sleeping in the truck. So the 
cops show up and they drag us out and blah blah blah, and they 
are like ok, get out of here, and we’re like shit, what are we 
gonna do, cuz there are still like two of our crew in the hills 
somewhere, sleeping. So we pretend like we’re heading back to 
95 and circle back and found them later... that was kind of 
fucked up... 

FOE If you were offered a gig with Rancid would you take it? 
Pat We already were offered a gig with Rancid. 

FOE And why didn't you play... 

Pat Honestly? I had hockey tickets, for the Canucks. The only team I 
support. 


FOE How much material do you have out... 

Pat Two singles and two splits plus the cd. 

Kelly ...and we have about three more splits coming out. 

Pat One with the Casualties (possibly on Black Hole), the Boils (put 
out by someone in Philly) and the Suspects (Torque). 

Kelly Splits are fun. 

FOE Do you plan on going out on tour? 

Pat Possibly with FOD... 

Kelly It’s his fault that we haven’t gone out on tour... 

FOE Why? Can the rest of you get time off from your jobs 
and Pat can't or something? 
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hiirniiMi up the heilrooms of 
America! 

That's right folks, it's been 
reported that within minutes of 
listening to the new Slacker/ 

Caramel Sun split, intense feel¬ 
ings of arousal will overcome you , _ 

and you will begin acting out your 
wildest sexual fantasy's with the 1 * ° ° ' d " 

person nearest to you. Here are 
some quotes from a few of our 
satisfied customers: 

"It never felt so good"-Dick Hurtz 
"No holes barred"-Wilma Dicfit 
"A shattering experience"-Buster 
Hymen, and also, "Dat shit's the 
bomb"-unknown 
So get off your lazy ass, and add 
some listening pleasure to your 
life! 

-BIMI Records 478 E. Beaver Ave. 

#705 State College,PA 16801 


SLACKER 



CARAMEL SUN 


Important Info: 
ppd as follows: 


These rates are 



USA 
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7" 
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$6.00 
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T- 

shirts 
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$10.00 



we ship all overseas via air 
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Orders,or naked pictures of 
your mom to BIMI Records(Checks/Money Orders pay to Jon Miller) 
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I (Frank FOE) got to interview Max Cavalera, vocalist and rhythm guitarist for 
the Brazilian band Sepultura. In case you were left in the dark, their last album 
“Chaos AD” was a masterpiece of thought, rage, power, creativity and heaviness. 
One of the best discs I’ve ever heard. After hearing an advance of their new cd, 
“Roots”, they have taken another step in their evolution... increasing the aggro... 

FOE Do you still have the bullet belt you used to wear in the pictures 
from your earlier releases? 

MAX Yeah, and I still wear it sometimes. It reminds me of 
playing like old Celtic Frost covers. 

FOE You write some of the heaviest music around, as well as heavy 
handed lyrics... 

MAX It comes out of me naturally. The lyrics on the new 
album are a little more personal than political. That's how 
Tm feeling right now. Tm feeling that I can give people 
more strength to fight back, than to just complain. Tm giving 
people the tools, the energy, the inspiration to fight the shit 
back. Don 't let the bastards grind you down kind of feeling. 
So that's more about “Roots”, it's less whining and more 
attitude. 

FOE Do you think that previously, your political lyrics were going over 
your audiences heads? 

MAX I think if I would have kept going, I would have just 
come off as a fucking complainer. And that is not me. I' m 
about taking action. It is very important to get a message 
across. My favorite artists like, Jello Biafra, Bob Marley... 
they had something to say. They weren 't bullshitting 
around... it was not about cars and girls and dragons. It was 
about real shit that hit you every day. The music and the 
lyrics help you get through that shit. 

FOE Do you find it more difficult to do now (relating to everyday shit of 
normal people)? Your days are probably just filled with the touring and 
recording grind. How do you keep up with the rest of the things? 

MAX/' m very in touch with normal people. I keep my feet on 
the ground. Whenever we tour, Tm always talking to people 
and going to places. Like the urban areas and trying to get 
involved with people. I guess I' m what you would call a 
weird person. Normal bands they go drink in the bar and go 
looking for titty bars. I go looking for weird things and places 
to go and talk to people. I talk to people from prostitutes to 
street kids and bums. That helps me write lyrics. Tve always 
been like that since I was a kid. 

FOE Do you have strong religious beliefs? 

MAX I think they are strong, but they are not connected to 
any organization or anything like that. I am spiritual myself. 
I don't believe in any religious group. I pray. And if I need 
something I ask and I pray... when I get it back, I pay him 
back, by lighting a candle or prayer. 


FOE You seem to be pretty disciplined. Do you find it hard to stay away 
from the just going to bars or just hanging out while on tour or is it easy 
for you to not do those things, and just go out and try to meet new and 
weird people? 

MAX My days of doing the boozing and drugging are over. I 
did it a lot, a huge amount of it. Now I just want to do other 
things. I know what it's gonna be like, I know how the 
night 's gonna end, I know how I'll feel in the morning. So 
why should I do it again. In a way I am more disciplined 
than the people in my band and most of the people that I 
know. But I feel better doing things this way. 

FOE Do you think that the life experience that you went through, with 
the drinking is a good thing to go through? 

MAX If you can survive, if you have a mind left. If you end up 
with a brain that is like a fried egg, then it's not worth it. If 
you have the choice of not trying, if you would ask my 
opinion, I would tell people to stay away from hard drugs. 
But as far as other stuff goes, pot, it opens your mind. I mean 
if you drink some wine, there's nothing wrong with that. 
Everything in a moderate way is ok, that's how I feel. If you 
do a lot, it's bad. The only thing there can never be enough 
of is music! You can always have more and more and more 
and never overdose! 

FOE Are you a big fan of current music? 

MAX Everything, everything from the newest band with a 
demo tape to early recordings of tribes and stuff like that. 

FOE Do you look at the album “Chaos AD” as turning point for your 
band? 

MAX Yes. We found our own sound. 

FOE What inspired that change? 

MAX It just came naturally. Natural things come and you 
don't understand them... when they first hit you, and then 
you understand them later. I figured “Chaos AD” out after 
months, I finally understood it. When we first recorded it, I 
didn 't understand what we were doing. I didn 't realize 
what it was all about. Now I know it was a turning point. If 
we were going to stay alive as a band, we had to do “Chaos 
AD”, otherwise we would have been totally washed away, 
like a lot of the metal bands that couldn ' t survive. Even if the 
record wasn' t successful, I still would have been satisfied 
with the music. We redefined the Sepultura sound. 

FOE With the expansion of your audience, have you noticed any 
negative impact? As in more violence at the large gigs? 

MAX It's just crazier than ever. It was the perfect name. The 
whole tour was chaos. The crowd is just sick, every individual 
is just like in a trance, like in a ritual. How can it get crazier 





than that... I get crazy with the new record “Roots”. It 's 
going to be scary to see what happens live. 

FOE Have you witnessed anything that goes against the “good chaos”? 
Like bad security or anything... 

MAX No, cuz we will stop playing and stop the show and do 
something about it. You can never ignore a situation like 
that. Never did and never will. You gotta be a really fucked 
up person to see a kid getting beat up and not do something 
about it. They pay to see the band, not get beat up. We 
respect the fan a lot. 

FOE How does it feel being the conductor of all of this? You being in 
control of all of this chaos basically? 

MAX Ummm... Feels good! We do it together. I can 't do it 
without the crowd, and they can 't do it with out me. It's a 
connection. It's Just letting frustrations out. I think the 
problems are with the people who can 't let their frustrations 
out. They are like a time bomb ready to explode. Never 
dealing with their demons or dealing with themselves. You 
have to confront your demons? 

FOE What has been your greatest demon to confront? 

MAX Probably, dealing with my father's death. It is my 
biggest fear... disappointment... and biggest demon really. 
FOE Are you still confronting that demon? 

MAX Yeah, I'm still confronting that. 

FOE You’ll have to forgive me for my ignorance here. But what does 
the name of the band mean? 

MAX It means “grave” in Portuguese. 

FOE And why did you chose that as the name? 

MAX Perhaps it is connected to my father's death. Grave has 
always been a huge symbol for me, of different things. And I 
like it because it is in Portuguese. It sounds different. I don 't 
see grave as something that is spooky. I see it as something 
that is beautiful. I think graveyards are really peaceful. I like 
to go there, they make me feel good, I feel a connection. 


FOE I notice the mention of the word “envy” in your material... Do you 
think that is one of the biggest demons? 

MAX I just think envy is a bullshit fucking quality of the 
human race. Most people have it. Most people are two faced, 
talking shit behind your back. Because they want what you 
have. There are more important things in life than material 
things. I don't envy bands and things like that. I look up to 
people who can live in harmony with nature, people who are 
totally complete with that. Those are the real happy people 
of this planet. 

FOE Do you see yourself as a person like that, or do you see yourself 
getting to be a person like that. 

MAX / am working on that. I have a lot of tribulation to 
confront, til I can be like that. 

FOE If you were a person like that, could Sepultura be a part of your 
life? 

MAX Probably not. 

FOE Do you see the band as more of a vehicle to get to that point? 
MAX Yeah. The band is my help. It' s how I get my 
frustrations out. 

FOE Do you know what the sales of “Chaos AD” were? 

MAX About 400,000 in the US. It did better in the rest of the 
world than it did in America. It sold twice as much as 
“Arise”. I think it was 2 million worldwide. Which is amazing 
to me, there are a lot of bands out there who are selling 
millions of records without being honest about their work. We 
don ' t compromise, we do what we want. It makes me proud 
and I think it makes the fans proud that we can get a gold 
record in Brazil and in Europe. 

FOE If you could change one thing in the world what would it be. 

MAX Probably the deforestation. There are all kinds of 
problems, but this is one of the irreversible problems, where 
once all of the forest is burned, you can ' t go back and 
replant. It effects the whole atmosphere and the planet. 
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I (Frank FOE) conducted this interview via the internet 
with Jon Clark, mastermind behind Ringing Ear Records and the 
guitarist/vocalist for Sinkhole... 

PfcE Your first cd, "Groping For Trout" was released on your own 
label (Ringing Ear)... your second "Space Freak" was released on Pr. 
Strange., why was this, and how many of each disc have you sold? 

GG Well, we went into the recording of “Space Freak” with the 
intention of putting it out on Ringing Ear, but when we finished, 
the label was really broke (we had just released the Bender CD, plus 
we had flown an engineer out from San Diego to do the recording) 
and it looked like it would take a while for us to get back the money 
to put a new Sinkhole album out. So I sent a cassette of the new 
stuff to Dr. Strange, since he had always liked the band and had 
sold a bunch of our records through his catalog, and he called back 
and said that he wanted to put it out. We talked about it and 
decided that he was a good guy and that we could trust him to do a 
good job with it. Plus, his label has a pretty strong following 
already, and he's got Mordam distribution, the best distribution in 
the world, so we figured that a one-off release with Dr. Strange 
would help to get the band some good distribution and recognition 
which would help future Sinkhole records on Ringing Ear sell 
better. 

As far as sales go, “Groping For Trout” has sold about 
3,000 so far, “Space Freak” I think is around 6-7,000. 

F^E When will your next disc be released and who will be releasing 
it and why did you decide which label? 

GG We'll be recording our next full-length the first week of 
February, so depending on how fast the artwork and layout gets 
done, it should be out sometime in April or June. It's going to be 
on Ringing Ear, because the main reason we started the label in the 
first place was so we could release our own stuff. It’s just a lot of 
fun to be fully responsible for the promotion and distribution of 
your own record. Plus, I really want Ringing Ear to grow as a label, 
and getting a new Sinkhole album out will help to raise both 
awareness in the label and money for the release of records by 
other bands we like. 

F'-^E "Tumble Mat" is one of the best songs I've ever heard in my 
entire life (Sinkhole has tons of great songs mind you)... what inspired 
the lyrics and the reference to a tumble mat? 

GG I hate to disappoint you, but the lyrics to that song are pretty 
meaningless. We had the music to the song written and a vocal 
melody to go with it, and then just filled in the blanks with a bunch 
of words that rhymed. I'm not exactly sure where the tumble mat 
part came from. I think it was just something that rhymed and had 
the right number of syllables. 


F^E How does it feel to have one of the Top Ten 7"s of the year, two 
years in a row in FOE's year end Tops lists (1994 for "Ponkey", 1995 
for "Tumble Mat")? 

GG It's an unbelievable honor, something we'll all be able to tell 
our grandchildren about. 

F'&E When you write and record a song, don't you wish you could 
make everyone listen to it... I guess what I am asking also relates to... 
with all of the pop/punk/melody/speed bands out there, how do you 
make yourself stand out amongst all of the others? Po you find it 
frustrating trying to get the word out on your band or are you happy 
with your current level of success? 


GG You know, diere's such a huge audience out there now for 
punk music that it would be really stupid for a band or label at our 
level to be satisfied with their current level of success. Plus, it 
seems like once you get satisfied, the motivation to improve is 
diminished and you're probably going to get lazy and start sucking. 
So you've always got to be thinking about how to get more people 
to hear your band and buy your records, especially if you're 
involved on the record label end of things, because really, that's 
what your job is. But the matter of how to get a good buzz going 
around a band is something that I think about a lot and is 
something that really baffles me sometimes, and yes, it can get very 
frustrating. 

Take the New Sweet Breath album we just put out on 
Ringing Ear, for example. In my mind, it's one of the best and 
most interesting albums to come out in the last 3-4 years. But 
they're not from a particularly hot punk scene, they don't feature 
any well-known ex-members, they're playing a style of music that 
doesn't easily fit into currently popular trends, they're not on a buzz 
label like Fat, Revelation, Lookout, etc., and so the album goes 
relatively unnoticed. And then I hear about some band that's not 
even worthy of changing New Sweet Breath's guitar strings but 
they've got that buzz and so they're selling over ten thousand copies 
of a record and it makes me really mad and frustrated. See, you can 
take out ad after ad and send hundreds of promo copies to zines, 
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radio, stores, or whoever, and the record still won't do shit unless 
you can get the people who actually buy records to start talking 
about it. Word of mouth is still the best way to sell records. Look 
at the first Drive Like Jehu album. Cargo didn't do shit to promote 
that album - I can't remember seeing a single ad for that record - 
yet everybody was talking about it and so it sold a lot of copies. 
That's what it takes. So it's a big challenge for me to figure out how 
to get a buzz going around both my band and bands on my label 
like New Sweet Breath. But I do really feel like I've got some good 
stuff here and pretty soon the kids will find out about it and start 
spreading the word. It's just frustrating waiting for that to happen 
and trying to figure out what I need to be doing to make sure that it 
starts to happen. 



F'&E Why did Poc Hopper (who are on Ringing Ear) win the Poston 
Rock and Roll Romble in 1995 and not Sinkhole? What is the 
relationship between Poc Hopper and Sinkhole, don't you share a 
member or something like that? 

Because a certain bass-playing member of Sinkhole was 
prancing around England with his girlfriend at the time the Rumble 
took place so Sinkhole couldn't participate. But the Rumble's a 
pretty cheesy event so we weren't brokenhearted to have missed it. 
The band member we share with Doc Hopper is Chris Pierce, their 
singer/guitarist. He plays drums and does some singing for 
Sinkhole. 

F'&E Would you ever use the video medium to get your songs out 
(relating back to the question about getting everyone to hear a song 
like "Tumble Mat" and also to the obvious MTV slag in the song 
"Altema Hunka Shit")? 

Yes, I’m definitely interested in using the video medium to 
expose our music to people and I think we'll probably tty to make a 
video for a song off the next Sinkhole album. There's a ton of 
regional and local cable video shows that play punk and 
underground videos and I'm sure those shows have some good- 
sized viewerships. As far as MTV goes, they're absolutely the worst 
TV station in the history of television and I'd feel pretty shitty if a 
video of mine was helping to draw viewers to a channel with 
programming as loathsome as "Singled Out" and "The Real 
World." So in other words, if we do shoot a video, we most likely 
will not be sending it to MTV. 



F'&E I noticed the theme about killing ("Spooge", "Sit and Stare") 
and just a general evilness ("Evil Twin") coming into play on "Space 
Freak", that really wasn't evident on your earlier works? What's 
going on? Are you guys ok, do you own guns? 

No guns. We're o.k., just revolting a little against the 
sickeningly sweet lyrics of most of the pop-punk stuff you hear 
now. 

F^E What do you have planned for Ringing Ear Records in 1996? 
For Sinkhole in 1996? And how do you manage your time between 
band, label, and whatever else you might find time for in your life? 

By the time this is published, we should have 4 new releases 
out on Ringing Ear: A 7" by Huffy, a new band from Burlington, 
VT; a New Sweet Breath 7"; an A.G's CD called This Earth Sucks 
that's got all 3 7"s and the Cirkus Berzerkus full-length on it (The 
A.G's was the band that a bunch of us from Sinkhole and Doc 
Hopper used to be in), and a Ringing Ear sampler CD called 
Flex Your Specs that's got songs from every R.E. release. As far as 
Sinkhole goes, as I said, we'll be recording a new album in February 
that should be out in the spring, then we're going to tty to do a US 
tour in June with New Sweet Breath, and after that, who knows. 

Yeah, managing time can be tough, but I've found it to be 
a lot easier now that I've quit my cumbersome day job. Of course, 
eating is one of those things I tty to find time for in my life so we'll 
see how long the no day job thing lasts... 










I (Frank FOE) got to talk to Sicko (actually just Josh) on the phone 
before they left for their current tour, which will be the first time the 
power pop, melodic punk rockin’ band will hit the East Coast... 

FOE The Sicko lineup isn't your typical lineup... 

JOSH No, I play drums, while Denny & Ean (sp?) both play guitar and 
bass and sing. The way it works is the songs they write, they sing and 
play guitar. Ean is more of a poppier, goofy writer and Denny is more 
serious, more punk, though the band does maintain it's sound for both. 
FOE How do you feel about all of this being the drummer? 

JOSH That's fine, I sometimes regret not having a medium, but I help 
with arrangements. 

FOE But I bet neither one of them can play drums, so you can't rotate... 
JOSH Not very well. There is one song, “What’s On", where I play 
bass and Ean plays the drums. 

FOE As far as the computer geek stuff, who are the geeks of the band 
JOSH Ean and I are. I do the web page. Denny is the only illiterate. 

He doesn’t even have a cd player. He is still under the impression that it 
is cool to be ignorant. 

FOE Approximately how many naked photos have you downloaded off 
of the internet. 

JOSH Probably in the low tens. Of course when you first get on there 
you are curious, and you look around and you do find out that there are 
in fact pictures of children having sex, but after the novelty wears off, 
you just stop. 

FOE So where do you spend your time on the internet now that the 
novelty of naked people via computer lines has worn off? 

JOSH We have a group of friends who will find some sort of disgusting 
web site with some nasty pictures and they’ll be like hey check this out. 
There's this one called Crimelinks and it has like crime of the day and it 
has evidence photos and cool stuff like that. Serial murder web sites. It'll 
walk you through a person going into a post office and offing all of the 
people. Ean found this one, it’s someone’s gallery of the grotesque., of 
course they have Cobain's autopsy photo, and you know that politician 
who, five or ten years ago who shot himself in front of the television 
camera, and they show Nicole Brown-Simpson lying in her own pool of 
blood. 

FOE I’ll have to check that one out. 

JOSH The really grotesque ones are the one’s I like to check out. 

FOE So is that why you named the band Sicko? 

JOSH Ean and Denny were friends in college and there was this one 
girl there who used to call them sickos. So we were just like, “Let's call 
ourselves Sicko", and four years later, it’s not as funny or descriptive, 


but people remember the name... If there is a Pearl Jam and 
Soundgarden out there then Sicko isn’t that bad. 

FOE All you all still dateless losers? (Referring to a song on their new 
disc where they have a song and club for dateless losers.) 

JOSH Actually none of us are dateless at this point. It is a point of 
contention between us. It was always Ean’s thing. He was definitely a 
dateless loser at the time. But we all have steadies right now. 

FOE Did having the song on the new disc have anything with Ean 
getting a date? 

JOSH Well you know, sex, drugs, & rock and roll. They are all tied. 
Maybe his status as an indie rocker has gotten him a girlfriend. She's 
actually above that. 

FOE So do you really get people writing to your fan club of dateless 
losers? 

JOSH We do. People will send us pictures of themselves watching 
television by themselves to prove that they are dateless losers. It’s 
actually pretty funny. I mean a lot of people can relate to it. 

FOE So do you feel like a traitor to the club? 

JOSH Ean and I have argued about this, and we’ve sorta come to the 
conclusion that you either are or aren’t a dateless loser, whether or not 
you have a girlfriend or boyfriend. You might drift in and out of being 
dateless, but the fact that you are a loser will persist throughout your life. 
You can be a dateful loser. 

FOE Multiple choice question... The members of the band, sickos or 
just misunderstood... 

JOSH Denny misunderstood. Ean sicko, Josh sicko... 

FOE And why, we need the proof. 

JOSH If you have the first album, that is Ean's ass and those spots, 
although the picture is black and white, those spots wouldn’t be black if 
it weren't color... enough said on that... Denny, he is misunderstood, he 
is a surly guy. He is an angry young man, the Elvis Costello of Sicko. 

And me, we already went into my fascination with grotesque images. I 
figure if I talk about it I won’t do it. 

FOE Sickest thing you ever saw on tour? 

JOSH We were playing in Vancouver BC once... and Ean has this bad 
habit of inviting people up on stage to dance. It can be fun but this one 
time, this guy, I don't know maybe the beer is stronger up there, but he 
was really drunk and this guy pulled his pants down and started pouring 
beer down the crack of his ass and then actually put the bottle in his ass 
while we were playing on stage and then through the bottle into the 
audience which split the room like you never seen people get out of the 
way of a bottle before. I mean people were not into getting hit with this 
bottle. And then during the next set, this same guy broke a bottle over 
his head. There was blood just streaming down his face. The guy was 
out of his mind. Then the last time we were there, he came up and was 
like remember the guy who put the beer bottle up his ass, that was me! 
He promised that he wasn’t going to drink that night... 
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This issue, everything is all mashed together... ska, metal, punk, 


noise, indie, alterna, etc... In the future I hope to get myself back to being 
organized enough to have sections to make it easier for ya... we'll see... 

For those of you new to FOE, the rating scale goes like this: 
ikikikikik A true classic, should stand the test of time... 
ikikikik Almost a classic, but there's just a little something missing, still 
wouldn't do without the thing tho' 

Either good for a style of music I generally don't dig, or a little off 
the mark for a style I usually love... still probably wouldn't do without it... 
ikik I don't like it, you might... 

■S' I don't know anyone who could tolerate this shit... 

The reviewers are Frank FOE, Afro, Bets and Cannonball MS. Bix 
is roadying so he didn't review anything this issue... War is on a secret 
mission near the nation's capital. All reviewers have been into punk and 
various alternative type music for over a decade. Some are more critical 
than others, but I try to give everything the once over to make sure they 
aren't too off the general mark, so you may see some little additions at the 
end of their reviews by me... 

At The Gates " Slaughter of the Soul" cd Earache 
Intense speed/death metal from Sweden. The vocals are more the high, 
blood curdling type rather than the low demonic type. And the music is 
more the fast, super crunchy type rather than the grinding, tuned down 
super low type. The music is ripping and aggressive, and the lyrics don't 
have those 25 letter medical terms that no one understands. Get this! 
(Afro) 


Adrenalin OP "Sittin’ Pretty" cd Grand Theft Audio ***** 
44 tunes. I was going to try and figure this out for you, like what the 
source of each of the songs is... but fuck it. There is a discography inside, 
you get this, then you work on getting most everything the band did, well 
except for maybe that "Ishtar" Ip... This NJ band was the fastest band, was 
the funnest band, were like a local band in the Lehigh Valley, hell the first 
two gigs on their 1985 tour were in Allentown and Catasauqua! (the list is 
inside the cd info). I would recommend you getting all Grand Theft Audio 
releases, especially this if you like hardcore, you like speed, you have a 
sense of humor. AOD kicks GODZILLA'S ass! (FOE) 

Big Hair "The Pickle Farm" * 

I don't even know how to describe this music. 9ometimes it reminds me of 
old King Crimson, sometimes it sounds like generic seventies hard rock. 
You'd think a disk with a song called "Poop Salad Sandwich" would at least 
be funny, but it isn't. Or else I didn't get the joke.... (Bets) 

Brujeria " Raza Odiada" cd Roadrumier 

So you still don't know who Brujeria is... If you've read FOE in the past you 
know this band is one of my favorites... You just can't explain this band... 
the guitar sound is truly original, heavy as fucking anything you can come 
up with. The vocals are dead on aggro, the music is dead on aggro. The 
whole story about the band is something that has to do with Mexican drug 
lords and murder and hating Peter Wilson or something. If you like your 
music heavy (metal or hardcore or industrial), you must get everything this 
band does. I listen to this disc and I feel like beating Peter Wilson to death 
with my own hands... (FOE) 

Crown of Thornz "Train Yard Blues ” cd5 Equal Vision iklk 
I certainly hope these guys don't consider themselves hardcore. This is 
about as metal as you can get. Tough guy NYC stuff. The CD starts off 
with some news clip about skinheads and CBGB's that makes me laugh. If 
you're into the stuff coming out of NYC these days, like 25 ta Life or VOD, 
you should dig this. (Afro) 
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Don Caballero "Don Caballero 2" cd Touch and fro ikik 
Been listening to this instrumental (as in, no singer) Western Pennsylvania 
band for a long time now, I can't think of another band that combines metal, 
hardcore and jazz with the aggression they do. DC live is incredible: It's a 
climactic thing to witness them hunt for their riffs before they strangle the 
life outta them. But on disc, the production is so perfect, the songs are 
chaotic, yet mechanical, as in you never hear any mistakes ... and with no 
visuals and no vocals, you may get the feeling it's just too hard to follow. A 
spotty disc: there are good spots and bad spots on this disc, but not much 
continuity. (Cannonball MB) 

Cathedral “The Carnival Bizarre" cd Earache Hzikik 
The artwork for this is total kick ass! The music has roots in the heaviness 
of Babbath, with a dash of Celtic Frost... but mostly it is just Cathedral. This 
is metal. Heavy, metal. I prefer the extremes, I don't like the slowed tempos 
(which is the biggest problem here for me.. I mean I did give up listening to 
Babbath cuz I found DRI's first album...), I don't dig the vox (actually I 
think I prefer the patented satan growl better than the sung evilness of 
Cathedral). This mostly just gives me a headache, but for those "real" metal 
heads, you'll most likely eat this up and probably heave insults my way for 
not diggin' this. Oh well. People don't understand why I like Assuck either. I 
worked real hard at trying to like this... cuz I think I should... Tony lommi 
plays on a song or something. I dug "Night of the Seagulls" and a few 
others, cuz they reminded me of early/mid Celtic Frost, probably my fav. 
"metal" band overall, to this day. Unless of course you think the punk band 
Slayer is metal, then they are the best metal band. Anyway, if you smoke 
pot, and like to listen to real heavy music, loud, this is for you, dude! (FOE) 
Dave's Bi£ Deluxe "Sounds From the Credenza " cd Sliwstyle 

ikikik 

Well played ska with a good horn section. I enjoy the music but the singer 
needs some Oomph! The vocals kinda fall flat. He sounds like he's got a 
good voice but is holding something back. (Afro) 


Cause For Alar m/ Warzone "split" cd Victory ikikHkik 
CFA put out the definitive hardcore single way back in the day... This isn't 
as great, but it still rocks. It's fast, hardcore, and I dig it. I really dig 
Warzone on here tho'. A band that I was never really into. I think they have 
more of a Murphy's Law feel here, actually both bands do. The song "(She's 
A) Skinhead Girl Warrior" fucking rules! Melodic backing vocals and all!!! The 
lead vocals sound like Dave from Strychnine and the Rat Traps! For the 
hardcore! Yeah! The Warzone half of this gets 5 skulls! It rages! (FOE) 
Peadguv "Fixation on A Coworker" cd Victory ikikikikik 
Deadguy finally come of age. If you feel like listening to aggro, noise to 
make you tense, there is nothing else out there to listen to! The vocals are 
amazing! Love the screaming underneath. The closest comparison I could 
come up with is "if Quicksand hated everything". This works on so many 
levels... but mostly the total release of energy... or the buildup of that 
energy and then you do with it what you will... Afro reviewed this last issue 
and gave it two skulls, which means he didn't dig it, but you might, I dug it. 
(FOE) 

Electric Frankenstein "The Time Is Now" cd EF ikikikikik 
This band fucking rocks!!!! Punk with so much snarl, so much groove, so 
much energy... in your face rock and roll!!! NYC will rise to the top once 
again!!! If you like it fast &■ loud with lots of punk fury in your rock... (FOE) 
Facepiriler "Unauthorized Volume Dealers" cd Alternative 
Tentacles 

One of the more straight forward bands to raise it's head on AT in awhile. 

Tho' there's nothing generic about this band either. Combines hardcore fury, 
metal aggro and industrial strength metal to form an abrasive, distorted, 
powerful assault. Fresh and interesting while raging. Sorta like if Tad, Naked 
Raygun, Ministry, Sweet Diesel and Gwar were your neighbors and practiced 
at the same time. Sometimes you'd say "wow", and sometimes you'd be 
like, "SHUT UP"! Did you hear, Alice Donut broke up... (FOE) 
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Gang of Four "Solid Gold / Another Day / Another Dollar" 
cd (Infinite Zero / American) 0:0:0:0: 

GOF created a strange style of music: spastic, brainy funk rock (not like 
Red Hot Chilli Peppers, more like early Minutemen). This is deservedly 
reissued here on disc. Lyrically brilliant (included is their classic take on 
modern culture, "Cheeseburger") musically, a minimalistic mixture of Devo, 
U2 and James Brown. The far-away production hasn't aged "Solid Gold" all 
that well, but the innovative Greg Ginn-meets-The Edge guitar playing is still 
mesmerizing after all these years. "Another Day / Another Dollar" offers 
punkier, live versions of some of the tracks off "Solid Gold."(Cannonball MS) 

The Humpers " Live Forever or Die Trying" cd (Epitaph) 0:0:0: 

Guitar based rock n' punk, actually very much like Sex Pistols musically, 
with a vocalist sounding like a more rock'n'roll Keith Morris. The first song, 
the powerful "Wake Up and Lose" (added plus is that it puts down someone 
using suicide as a threat against another person, alright!) well, this song 
stands out on the disc when no others really did. Crypt Records fanatics 
may be interested. And get this, Lehigh Valley readers, "Loser's Club" 
shares the exact same intro with Forthright's "No Excuse!" (Cannonball MS) 
June of 44 " Engine Takes To Water " cd 0:0: 

A disk of poetry over dissonant, dreamy music. Very artsy. Parts of the 
disk reminded me a little of old Sonic Youth. I didn't like it, but maybe you 
will. (Bets) 

Kreator "Cause For Conflict" cd Noise OOOOO 

All hail Kreator! This cd kicks the shit out of me. Rulin' speed metal 
aggression. Every song pummels my senses with awesome guitar riffs and 
tempo changes. After listening to 11 songs the pessimist in me is thinking 
"OK, they've got to throw some crappy tune in here because it's just not 
possible for every song to rip." WRONG! Gong 12 is a cover of Raw 
Power's "State Oppression." This CD will be a cause for conflict when Frank 
asks for it back. Yeah, like he's getting it back! (Afro) I kicked his ass and 
got this back from him... huh, huh, wuss... (FOE) 


The Impotent Sea Snakes "God Save the Queens" OO 
I don't know if these guys are for real or not, but they're hilarious! The 
music these transvestites play is clique heavy metal, but the lyrics are X 
rated descriptions of their sexual exploits. Song titles include "Chicks with 
Dicks" and "Fist Fucking my mother". (Bets) 

J Church "Analysis, Yes, Very Nice" cd5 Allied ikikikik 
J Church floods the market with their craft... I'm looking for a fault. I'm 
looking for them to crash. Not because I like to see people crash, but I'd like 
to keep you aware. But alas, you must keep spending your money on J 
Church releases, and even moreso now, seeing as they seem to get better 
with age. There are 6 songs here on this cd ep, that blow by in ten and a 
half minutes (do the math, how could you go wrong). A cover of "Beverly 
Hills" included. You've got your typical J Church sound that you should be 
aware of, whether you like them or not, though I don't know many nots, cuz 
they travel the line of pure punk energy, hard rockin', realistic lyrics which 
are easily identifiable with, which makes them extremely likeable. Of note on 
this ep, they incorporate a live sounding, early Black Flag influence on the 
last couple of tracks, blowing me away even more. "Zero = Zero" is so 
aggro, you have to own this. I have listened to this like 50 times already. If 
you are going to love a band, love this band. (FOE) 

The Jesus And Mary Chain "Hate Rock'N'Roll" cd American 

0 : 0 : 0 : 

Though this disc starts out great with "I Hate Rock'N'Roll" a sorta menacing, 
cool Brit moaning noisefest, things get real inconsistent after that. 
"Something I Can't Have" is great punk rock, the next three songs sound like 
Mazzy Star (one of the guys in TJAMC is going out with the singer of MS, I 
think) "Penetration" is a drum-machine nightmare and "Teenage Lust - 
Desdemoana Mix" uses a Beastie Boys sample from their underrated "Paul's 
Boutique" disc. Let me just say if you've never heard their old disc 
"Psychocandy" (1985) it's a guitar-feedback OD classic. That said, give this 
disc a chance if you dig their older stuff. (Cannonball MS) 
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Latimer ">LP Title" cd World PommatioM iklkikikik 
If you buy one thing I've reviewed in this issue of FOE, it should 
be this disc. Philly's Latimer take the good ingredients 
of Pavement and Sonic Youth and then add their own sloppy hate 
stuff to make one of the most original sounds I've heard in a 
while. This is one of those discs that comes with no lyrics, and 
even though none of the songs tell straight stories, you feel like 
you know exactly what the band is getting at. "Stabs The Reason" 
has a drunken-brigade yodeled chorus for the history books, 

"Chicken The Goon" has a shimmering acoustic guitar line that cuts 
through a bowl of six-string Thurston Moore diarrhea — and it 
makes you remember the song and listen to it again. (Cannonball MS) 

Lost Generation " Punk This " cd Grand Theft Audio ikikikik 
The liner notes state, "you can't talk about Connecticut Punk/HC without 
bringing up Lost Generation," and I'm sure that's true. This 30 song disk is 
a musical history of the band that spans four years (1982-1986). A Good, 
solid HC release. (Bets) 

The Lunachicks " Jerk of All Trades " cd Go Kart Iklkikik 
These are some rockin' girls . I don't usually like girl bands, but the 
Lunachicks are the exception to that rule. Lotsa vocals.... hey, if you're 
gonna be a screaming girl band, you may as well do it right, and these ladies 
have class! (Bets) 

The Mob "No Rules in This Game" cd Another Planet ikikikikik 
No, this is not new material from The Mob. It's a reissue of "Upset the 
System" and "We Come to Crush." Classic early 80's NYHC from that great 
era of bands like Antidote, CFA, and the Abused. Fortunately The Mob , 
unlike the other bands, released more than a 7" worth of material. This CD 
also contains some radio interviews, cool liner notes by guitarist Jack 
Flannigan (if you're a Bosstones fan you've heard of him), live and demo 
recordings. (Afro) 


Motards "...rock kids ” cd Empty ikikikik 

Throw the Dwarves sloppy drunkenness, the rawness of a vintage New Bomb 
Turks, Billy Childish like production complete with raw vocals, the lo fi 
garage punkedness of Teengenerate into a blender (actually all of those 
aren't that far off from each other) and you get the Motards. Standard 
rippin' 18 songs in 27 minutes, "Big Fun" reminds me of the riff of that song 
off of the MRR "Not So Quiet on The Western Front" comp, where the little 
kid goes, "Punks not dead, no it's not". Cool song titles like "Gotta Get 
Drunk", "You Make Me Sick", "Stick It In", "Shut Yer Face" and "Who 
Needs You Around" should pretty much tell you whether you need this or 
not. I need it, just wish I could understand the lyrics a little easier! They 
even got a woman on drums! What more could you want! (FOE) 
Mouthpiece "Face Tomorrow" cd5 New Age ikik 

I'm not quite sure why Mouthpiece have such a large following. I find their 
music kinda boring. The songs are typical and don't break any new ground. 
Average SxE hardcore leaning to the faster side of things rather than the 
heavy. I'd suggest getting their 1st 7" if you wanna check them out. If 
you already like Mouthpiece this is more of the same and you should like 
this too. (Afro) 

No Doubt "Tragic Kingdom" cd Trauma/lwterscope ikikikik 
The first time I heard No Doubt was on the California Skaquake comp. 3ince 
then they've done the DHC thing and moved away from ska towards a more 
pop based sound. This disc has all sorts of styles; pop-punk, disco/soul, 
acoustic mellowness, and straight up pop. Pretty cool. I really dig the hit 
"Just a Girl". One song among several that express the female vocalist's 
frustration living in a male dominated society. By the way the female vocals 
on this CD rule. This'll make one of those great summer CD's, played loud 
with the windows of the car down, cruising on a beautiful day. (Afro) 

Fucking five skulls Afro, quit being so fucking stingy! Very creative disc! 

ikikikikik (foe) 
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One Life Crew "Crime Ridden Society" cd Victory ikikikikik 

Man this was fucked from the beginning. I lost the whole first half 
of this review/tirade/editorial... some computer error, damaged file error... 
so as with anything you try to do exactly the same the second time, it 
probably will have lost something... oh well... 

Firstly this gets 5 skulls for two reasons. It is blazing hardcore. 
Secondly, it is about as controversial as you will get in hardcore and raises a 
question that people have been asking gangsta rappers for a long time... is it 
for real or are you just playing around with "cool" images of violence? 

This is the type of music the straight edge kids and hardcore kids 
are swinging their arms into other people intentionally (let's go back to the 
circle as a sign of unity ok, there's enough room within the circle for 
individuality too) and practicing their karate moves to... 

Anyhow, on to One Life Crew's lyrics... From “The Violent Few 
(One Life Crew)", "big daddy (their singer) runnin the show, step up, beat 
up, black eye... Clevo (Cleveland - their scene) not how it used to be, now 
just a punk rock scene, why's the edge go so dull?, I must make the Blood 
shed rise" I mean, what the fuck is that, and how does that fit into the 
fucking constitution of the U9 (which is discussed in the liner notes of the 
cd, where they proclaim that is the backbone of their beliefs and freedoms)? 

I mean, if someone is gonna fucking kick you in the pit, and if 
they don't give you a "sorry didn't know you were there look", they deserve 
a slap or something... but... just because someone's views are different, 
they deserve to get beat, by this huge guy big daddy? What's that? 

I can dig their eye for an eye mentality on crime, but since when 
is having a view, or doing something that doesn't hurt someone else become 
a crime... In "Real Domain", well, here are the lyrics in their entirety "You 
ignorant kid, punk rock back woods fuck, rebel against the norm, try to 
rebel towards me, time to enter my domain, don't disrupt my throne, cross 
the boundary wrong, I'll gut you like a pig, now you must pay the price, we 
don't dance, we just fight, violence, Cleveland style, numerous injuries, 
you're ruined". Humorous machismo? Maybe... That's how I look at it, but 


then again, I've never witnessed a show by these guys. The last time I was 
in Cleveland was for a show with Government Issue in 1986 or 1987. It was 
in the most desperate/desolate neighborhood, on a dreary day, that would 
have depressed even the most positive person. And at the time it was winter 
and I was living in Erie, so I mean, that ain't the most happy place to be 
either. Maybe that's what Clevo has evolved into. A posturing scene in need 
of a serious poking fun band, reality checking band, like Crucial Youth. 

"Our 6cene, Your Fear" threatens North East bands (or possibly 
a band in particular, no explanation is provided who they are actually talking 
about besides "better stay North East" tho they thank bands like 25 Ta Life, 
90IA, Killing Time, etc.. ) with "the loss of teeth" if they come to Cleveland. 
(Didn't NY and Boston have this feud like fifteen years ago? What was 
gained out of that, this is the reason history is so important.) "Btra-Hate 
Edge" explains the basis of their hate to an extent, you know the old stab in 
the back routine... Then on "Our Fight" (a Confront song) they add to the 
confusion, preaching "We must get priorities straight, work together, stop 
all this hate, racist ways are so wrong, blacks and whites are equally strong, 
we must unite, this is our fight, One race better than the rest, that is so 
fucking ignorant, show all the narrow minds that they're wrong, now is the 
time..." wow, read your own fucking lyrics buddy, substitute other things in 
these lyrics besides black and white and race... find out how stupid the 
whole thug thing sounds. Oh yeah, and they endorse "Ashton Cigars"... Bide 
note... One thing I have learned is that fighting, and other acts that create 
that adrenaline flow can be addicting, which should go against "straight 
edge", cuz I know I used to lose total control when fighting, just like when 
you lose control doing drugs etc.. Btraight edge should be like the alcoholic 
becoming sober. Once you quit of pledge to abstain from substances etc... 
you work on growth from within. It is always better to live by example than 
to force yourself and your views upon someone else. Baying you are 
straight, but acting like a thug only proves that you are an asshole, even 
without booze, drugs, meat etc... But this disc rips, and I love it like I love 
my gangsta rap albums, and violent/destuctive movies. (SAMMY) 




Here’s what’s new and available 
(kinda like Jack) 

CRoi7 

Homage - Lots of Bands doing 
Descendents Songs (CD) 

CR018 

Plow United - Sadi EP 
CR020 

Soccer - La Boheme II - Electric 
Boogaloo (CD) 

7 "vlrTyl is $ 3 , CD's are $8 (prices include postage) 

Plus lots more, for a full list, 
send for a catalog: 

Coolidge Records 

157 Coolidge Terrace 

Wyckoff, NJ 07481 

e-mail: 

CoolidgeRecordsa>SonicNet.com 


What will those kids think of next? 












NOFX "Heavy Petting Zoo" cd Epitaph 

NoFx are the definitive melody/harmony, speed-pop-punk band. They are the 
one. Here they get extra skulls for packaging (which includes nudity, 
creativity and potentially offensive cover art!) but lose a skull, because 
although their sound is immediately listenable and enjoyable (and therefore a 
great hanging out/party disc), they are not all classic songs. "Liza", "What's 
the Matter with the Kids Today" (cuz of it's un NoFx like distortion) and the 
last two songs "August 8" and "Drop the World" (wow who is the human 
"world" billboard!), which include more of a melodic, emotional tinge than 
your typical NoFx song. All in all, I wouldn't do without this fuckin disc, and 
NoFx continue to be rulers and sincere at what they do, something odd from 
a large band! Fucking just go get this. (FOE) 

Only Living Witness " Innocents " cd Century Media 
The liner notes call this hard alternative/post-hardcore. Hummmm? I call it 
heavy metal. Heavy metal in a Soundgarden kinda way. I don't like 
Soundgarden, but this I dig. It's got a heavy, rockin, melodic groove. 

(Afro) 

Original Sins "Bethlehem" advance cd (&ar/None) This is a 
promotional disc that says only that "the album is not yet scheduled for 
release" and that they thought a promotional release now "touches down on 
a number of winter/Xmas apocalyptic themes." To give this the usual 
FOE treatment with the skulls and stuff wouldn't be fair since the 
production, mix, and even song lengths may change. But because the 
songs are so freakin' great (and by a local band) with 1980s fuzz guitar 
solos, at times Soul Asylum-like vocals in the song "Bethlehem" and a great 
fantasy about finding love at the supermarket ("Shopping Trip to Mercury") 
we just want to make you aware that this disc is very original, and 
something to look out for. From "Bethlehem:" "They stole the plastic baby 
Jesus last year/Well, they painted it black, then they put it back/But how 
could things be the same?/0h, little town..." This is your town, kids. Bar 
None's address is PO Box 1704 Hoboken NJ 07030. (Cannonball MS) 


Paradise Lost "Draconian Times" cd Relativity 
Sounds like Queensryche, aka artsy Metallica. (Afro) 

The Punk Thing Formerly Known as Witchypoo - 

” Everybody Looks Good in A Helmet ” cd ^ 

If you're trying to get rid of a roommate or clear out a late-night party, just 
play this disk. It's musical garlic. Jackhammers are less annoying. I 
actually thought my CD player was broken the first time I played this 
disk...it's that bad! (Bets) 

Red Scare "As Promised 1982-1988" Grand Theft Audio 
A reissue of the complete recorded works (28 cuts) by this early 1980s 
hardcore band. Bobbi had an incredible voice, it's a shame she left us 
prematurely, who knows what she could've done. But this disc is often 
generic hardcore and sometimes scary goth-metal like "Tortus Camur," ("Lisa 
Lisa" sounds a little like a Samhain song with too many guitar solos, Bobbi 
easily matching Danzig in vocal style.) There are also a couple of different 
versions of some songs (there are three "Don't Look In The Basement's) 
which aren't necessary, nor are most of the live recordings here. For early 
1980s hardcore aficionados only. (Cannonball MS) I know a lot of people 
who have been waiting for this to be reissued. Your prayers answered once 
again by Grand Theft Audio! (FOE) 

Sacred Reich "Heal" cd Metal Glade 

This CD starts of with the song "Blue Suit, Brown Shirt" with the chorus 
"RACIST, PIECE OF SHIT!" Can't beat that! Real good speed metal 
obviously leaning more toward a political stand than just death. Fast and 
slow songs mix up the tempo and add diversity to the CD, unfortunately 
some of the song writing isn't that strong. Don't get me wrong, this CD 
definitely has some rippers. If you ask me the song "Jason's Idea," 
promoting the joys of marijuana, is the reason for the lackluster songs. I 
think they could write more of the rippers if they'd quit tokin'. But that's 
just me. (hey FOE, I'm adding my own editors note here: Afro, that 
straight edge bastard, just can't get over songs promoting drug use) (Afro) 
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Joe Satriani "s/t" cd Relativity ftftft 

This is about as close as this guitarist has come to releasing the disc I want 
him to release. A mellow mix of blues, jazz, rock and just laid back - 
background music. Maybe that bores this guitar “god", but he does more of 
that on this disc than I've heard on any of his previous discs, which makes 
me real happy and soothes. I like the different guitars in different channels. I 
dig the mellowness. A great background, easier listening type thing. (FOE) 
Scorn " Gyral " cd Earache ftftftft 

I dig Scorn. Scorn is Mick Harris. I suppose there is a name for this style of 
music. Wow, while listening to this I just noticed something real cool. If I 
kind of cross my eyes to like blur my vision, and look at where I am typing 
on the computer screen, it appears that the screen is not solid, as if the 
weight of my typing pushes down on the screen and everything kind of falls 
into that spot. Like I am applying pressure to jello and it springs back when I 
refocus. Cool. Anyhow. Scorn create music that would suit a good scary 
and tense war movie, like Full Metal Jacket or something. Ambient or 
something, I don't know if that's what they are calling it. Oddly enough, I 
can just become so relaxed listening to this. I love driving while listening to 
Scorn. Amazing. (FOE) 

Screw Radio " Talk Radio Violence" cd SST ft 
This disk is full of political banter sampled repeatedly over expressionless, 
passionless music. The only radio that's screwed is the one that's playing 
this disk. (Bets) 

Shift " Spacesuit " cd Equal Vision ftftft 

This is pretty good melodic heaviness in the vein of Quicksand or Orange 
9mm. I really like the vocals, they're a bit like All. The only reason this 
doesn't get more skulls is because the tempo is pretty much the same 
throughout the disc and is too slow to hold my interest very long. The 
slowness works well in some parts, but I think it could use some quickening 
in others. The first song is rad. (Afro) 


Small " Silver Gleaming Death Machine " cd Alias ftftftft 
This poppy disc is a melodic mid-tempo hardcore mix of some of the best 
parts of 9inkhole and Superchunk. There's a haunting chorus during "Wind, 
The Rain, and The Lava" (right after they drawl-out the word "California" 
followed by what sounds like a bunch of bummed out Castrati (what the 
fuck is that? -ed) who hate the west coast or something! Ah, maybe it's 
just a keyboard part) — one of the many well-placed hooks you'll keeping 
picking up on. "Halter and Flick" is a complaint about driving four hours just 
to see someone who you can't get along with, I think. Plenty of tempo 
changes keep things moving along, as all good Silver Gleaming Death 
Machines should. Aspiring rock critics will love this line from "The Bert 
Factor": "You don't know who to hang/You pray to Lester Bangs." Hey, 
that's us to a T! (Cannonball M8) 

Suffer “ Heads l Win, Tails You Lose “ cd Hitman ftftftft 
This is heavy and angry, slow and stompy hardcore without being metal. 
Slow to mid-tempo anger is more like it. The idea behind the band is 
reminiscent of Negative Approach with vocals similar to John Brannon. This 
is one of the few bands who's music and lyrics actually come across as truly 
pissed off, not just tough guy cliche garbage. (Afro) 

Suspect Bill "Bill Me Later" cd Jump Up 

Good ska with swing influences. If you have a Mac there's a video clip you 
can access of one of their tunes. I have an IBM compatible so I have no 
Idea what it's like. The female vocals are uneventful however. She doesn't 
even seem to be trying. (Afro) 

Sven Gali " Inwire’’ cd RCA £ 

So majors are still signing heartless grunge bands. That's nice... (FOE) 
Johnny Thunders and the Heartbeakers " Live at Max's 
Kansas City ’79" cd R01R ikikikik 

This is a great live recording of a legendary band. Almost every song on this 
disk is a classic. If you don't already know and love this band, you 
should... Buy this disk! (Bets) 




N. Amer. dist. thru Rotz, 
Smash, Cargo Canada, 
Sounds of California, 
Rhetoric, 1,000 Flowers, 
Ransom Note, Com*Four, 
Dr. Strange, Positively 
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Life, Flight 13, Cargo UK, 
Semaphore, Spiral Objec¬ 
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Inflammable Material. 
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Party Time Lover. 4-song 7". 
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Art, Messianism & Crime. 4-song 7". 


T records $4 postpaid. 
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TVTV5 "Pepsi Generation X" cd Flipside 

The only band immune to a bad review is the band giving away their discs 
for free without asking for your money. So. as long as I have to work for 
a living, and you do to, I'm glad to say that TVTV$ disc rocks AND provokes. 
"Pepsi Generation X" has the telling couplet, "Don't know why we're mad as 
hell/But too comfortable to rebel" which seems to describe the profusion of 
lukewarm bands out there these days. "2 Liberal 4 Me" doesn't shock as 
much as it seems to be a resignation so often true between two people. 
"Fast Forward (Then Rewind)" is a cool image of what it would be like if we 
could work our lives like a VCR. On the cover of this disc is a little boy 
sucking a bottle of Pepsi like lifeblood, he's even wearing a Mighty Morphin 
Power Rangers t-shirt. Behind him is a bleak, impersonal looking metropolis 
— a reminder to live an active life and not be a lazy customer. (Cannonball. 
MS) 

25 TA LIFE “Keepin' It Real ' cd We Wte HHHik 
If Agnostic Front were still around today they'd sound like this. If Roger's 
(agnostic front) voice evolved at the same rate as it was, going more 
towards the unintelligible growl it was becoming, barking. And the music 
evolving into this metal, odd time frame thing, yet still very hardcore in it's 
writing... they'd sound like this. And that is good. (FOE) 

Ultraviolence " Psycho Drama " cd Farache ikikikik 
For the adventurous, this will strike you in a way that will be hard to 
imagine. Those of you who have had trying lives will enjoy it immensely. This 
is like a techno-movie. The movie playing in your mind, the music providing 
the soundtrack, the booklet keeping you in line with the story, tho' the 
dialog/lyrics do a fair job as well. If you have a tolerance and/or like techno 
type music at all. this will be something you'll want to own. The story is 
about two people (jessica and the hitman) who suffer and who's paths 
cross... The song titles basically keep you in place, cuz this runs like an 
hour long movie, with chapters etc... It is really awesome unless of course 
you really, really hate techno type music! (FOE) 


Various "All For One...One For All" cd Grand Theft Audio HHikik 
"Fuck that commercial radio bullshit this is punk rock." I'd have to agree 
with these lyrics from Plain Wrap (just one of the 48 punk/hardcore bands 
on this CD benefit for Roger Miret). After Roger injured his back the good 
people at GFA, with help from Chris of Bad Compilation Tapes, put together 
this Who's Who of late 70's to mid 80's punk/hardcore. A few of these 
bands are still around and there's a few new bands on the comp. too. The 
bands are from all over the world: Raw Power (Italy), BGK (Holland), 
Zyklome A (Belgium), Solucion Mortal (Mexico), Terveet Kadet (Finland) and 
Vorhees (UK) to name a few. Plus many more from the US: RF7, Trip 6, 
Stalag 13, Heart Attack, AOD, America s Hardcore, the Accused etc. You 
name it it's here. The liner notes explain why the CD was put together and 
also gives a brief description of each band and what some of the members 
are doing now. If you dig old stuff you need this CD. If you don't listen to 
the old stuff you need this CD even more. (Afro) 

Various "Compilation Shmompilation" cd Ked Room ikikikik 
Listening to this disc will bring a smile to your face, then a frown. You'll be 
happy because the disc is so consistently listenable, made up of mostly 
high-quality tunes by artists varying from punk to hardcore to noise to 
metal. You'll frown because you'll feel like you've been missing out, as I 
have, since some of these songs are so great and may have previously 
heard of only a few, if any, of these bands (I had heard of three, I think.) 

The high-points from these 18 bands from New York and New Jersey 
include Sleepasaurus "Capo Song" (my personal fave), Clockwise "I 
Wonder," The Dopes "Die," Bouncing Souls "Joe Lies (when he cries)," Kohl 
"Scars On Me," Stock Car "Shallow End, Snow Worm "Aquavelvet" and so 
much more. Only the 6 min. 20 sec. Trippy "Constellation no. 9" from 
Porcupine 9 drags on too long, but so what. A compilation that is of this 
high-quality, with this much variety and is such a solid DIY project, by the 
bands themselves, deserves commendation and your patronage. (Cannonball 
MS) 










Various “Nothing To Believe In" cd KNOW ikikikik 

This is a great, all-out PUNK compilation. The Meatmen, Naked Aggression, 

Moral Crux, The Fumes, Rancid Hell Spawn and 31 other bands contribute. 

Simply stated, every song on this disk is a winner! Send you hard earned 

money to Know records or tell your local store to carry this thing! (Bets) 

Various “The beginning of the end again’’ cd 

There are a couple really good songs on here- the rest of the disk is rather 

mediocre alternative rock. "No chance" by N.O.T.A. is by far the best, most 

energetic song on this compilation. The Flying Saucers Song has an 

appealing "8queeze" like sound. (Bets) 

Various "Ska Cover to Cover " cd SO* 

Just thought I’d let you know this existed. If you like ska you'll want this. 
Cool bands (Busters, BimSkaLaBim, Skunks, Porkers, Suspect Bill, Invaders 
etc...) doing cool songs ("Crazy Train", "Brain Damage", "Odd Couple", 
"Burning Love" etc...). Mostly kinda laid back, highly danceable stuff. If you 
aren't into ska, or don't know what I'm talking about, get this too, cuz the 
stuff will be familiar (it is all covers) and might be a good way to introduce 
yourself to a new form of music, namely ska. This is excellent! I gotta thank 
Joe at Play It Again for pointing this one out to me. He asked me why I 
thought this disc wasn't selling. Hell even I didn't know this thing existed! He 
thought for sure it would sell, but hey if people don't know of a disc's 
existence, it will not sell. After he picked it up and showed it to me, he 
literally sold three more copies of it before I left the store... (FOE) 
Various "Spawn of Skarmageddon ” 2cd Moon 
This is worth 3 skulls just for mere quantity. 2 CD's, 43 bands. WOW! 
There's also a really cool info/history of ska music through the years. If you 
didn't already know, Moon puts out some of the best ska around. Most of 
these bands are unheard of (at least for now, but not for long I have a 
feeling) and this comp is a great way to hear those new bands if you're 
already into ska, or a great place to get into ska if you're not already. 

(Afro) 


Ask a stupid question. 

Sometimes the answer is I’d Rather Be Dead. 
America is full of stupid questions but only one 
band called: 

I’D RATHER BE DEAD 

Buy the single! 

It’s punk, and only $3ppd. To: 

NO PROBLEM 
917 E. Fifth St. 

Bethlehem PA 18015 
_ Cash only Please... 


Hey you! This is a note from FRANK FOE... 

This size ad is your typical business card 
sized ad... 3 and a half inches by 2 inches... 

It is available to all local ish type people (aka 
bands/zines/promoters/djs/photographers/etc...) for 
real cheap... 

It is a good way to reach a few thousand 
people about your stuff... hell it is even big enough 
that you could put a graphic in here... 

For info on all ad rates... write FOE PO Box 4 
Bethlehem PA 18016... 
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This is where Frank FOF reviews T records, yes bawds still wake them, and yes 
they still rule. So if you are a youngster and was wondering what that big 
circular thing on your parenf s stereo with the movable arm was, that is a 
record player. These are records. &uy them, play them. Collect them all, trade 
them with friends... put them out yourselves! 

Backwater " Supercool " Che ikik 

Noise rock, with that ultra distorto guitar that kinda is "alternative" but so 
abrasive it's not and there is that melodic feeling underneath thing. If you 
like the style, you'll want to give it a try. I'm unmoved by this. 

Barbecue Bob and the Spareribs " Side Order" PaPa 

ikikikik 

You ain't gettin' no more fucking retro than this fuckin' shit. You want 
rockabilly, fuckin' kick ass house wreckin' tunes in the 90s, recorded like it 
was straight out of the 50s... fuckin' catch this! B-side is laid back bluesier 
shit. Now let out a big belch and smash another bottle... 

Blanks77 "On Speed 5"Headache ikikikikik 

Well, I'm really just assuming that this rules, cuz I haven't made it to the 

radio station to play this, cuz neither of my turntables play 5 inch records. 

Believe you me tho', every time I go to the thrift store I'm lookin for one that 

does. Also for an 8track that records, but Blinky said he could hook me up 

with one of those, and then watch out, I'll release all the FOE stuff on 8 

track. 

Clem " Wichita " Coolidge ikikikik 

This is something that caught me off guard. A band from Reading PA, on 
Coolidge, that reminds me of a band from the Midwest. Kind of if Tar and 
some of the Am Rep bands or another Touch and Go band from the late 
80s, had a little emo in their blood. Each song is great. Big, rockin' solid 
sound. 

Peke Dickerson "Asphalt Aisle " Estrus ikikikik 
don't know who this guy is but this is rock! 8urf, rockabilly, real soul, 
sounds like something totally out of another era, real vintage and most of 
all... real! Check this out and be cool, so say Frank FOE... cuz Deke don't 
know who I am either! 

Diesel Boy "Strap On Seven Inch" Fat ikikik 
Four songs of speedy melodic pop punk that equals it's peers. Will either 
make you fucking sick like a vegetarian amongst a bunch of meat loving 
friends who want to stop at Burger King, forcing you to eat yet another 
salad, or you'll eat it up like a meat starved carnivore at a Burger King. 
"Damaged" is not a Black Flag cover. 

Elevator Props "Lennon's Dead" Time *owb ikik 

Umm, sounds like they want his trippy self to come back to life. And they 

want him to be overly produced and heavy. 

Earkus Affair "Blessings" Reservoir ikikik 

Raw guitars up front, rockin' beats, emotional sung with aggro vocals. 

Flatus "Talk Show Hero" Flatus $3ppd ikiklkik 

Flatus are from New Jersey, aka Joisey, that is how it is really pronounced, 

no kidding, I was born in Newark, NJ, I should know. Flatus are punk, not to 

be confused with sap core, aka punk with too much sweetness and not 

enough spunk. There is nothing that can be said that is wrong about this 

record. They sound like a band that has come into their own. Melodic, quick, 

energetic, cool and fun lyrics, and an awesome cover of "Kids Are Alright". 

Good guitar work helps out too! 

Gnomes of Zurich "Where Poland Meets Africa " Sister 

ikikikik 

For those who are in the know, you should take note that two of these cats 
were in Janitor Joe. They continue their heavyweight pummeling here. They 
will have another 7" out on Am Rep soon. You should get this one, and then 
most likely get that one. And while you are at it, why not make a note to fill 
out your Janitor Joe collection, remember that one Ip you said you were 
gonna get but didn't get around to getting... yeah... Thick, abusive sound. 



























Grady "So Iona..." Super Model 

Super rockin' melody punk phrom Philly. If ya dig the style, ya'll should fork 
out the cash. 

I farm "This One s Better " 1 farm 'Sr'&'S: 

When I saw this band, it was like a breath of fresh air after driving through 
Lancaster right after they spread the fertilizer on the fields. Their drummer 
kicks ass and I'd guess is the driving force here cuz he can play super fast 
and stop so quick he must have always won red light green light. Early 80s 
hardcore like I haven't heard in years, mixed with just the right amount of 
melody. Great sarcastic, fun, real life lyrics too! 

Kostars "Hey Cowboy " Grand Royal 

Side project for two Luscious Jackson members. Spacey, mellow, groove 
pop, with keyboards and lots of hooks. 

Ladies Who Lunch "Kims we Love" Grand Royal 
By the time I explain this, you'll have made your decision as to whether you 
want this or not. Kate Schellenbach from Luscious Jackson and Josephine 
Wiggs from the Breeders do two covers from bands with Kims in them that 
they love. Sonic Youth’s (you know, Kim Gordon) "Bull in the Heather" (a 
real cool bizarre cover, with lots of electronics) and Pixies (you know, Kim 
Deal) "Gigantic" (real live in the basement quality/electronics). I love the feel 
to this record. 

Limblifter "Cordova" Mercury iklklkik 

So like, it's major label, and it's really good. Keyboards and slow alterna 
rock... like Archers of Loaf lite, or Material Issue. When the singer gets 
angry he sounds kinda like Kurt. But it's the cool Archer's guitar mixed with 
simple keyboards ala some space rock thing. It'll be interesting to see if the 
masses dig it... Only bummer is that it never blows up, or rocks out like the 
Archers are so good at. I dig it. Actual I think this will become a special 
record in my heart with time... time I don't have right now... cuz I'm still 
stuck on the Archers of Loaf... 


Sick and tired of complaint rock 
Try our vodka-powered love punk 
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Living Daylights "The Kids are Restless" Mel Ted 
Total 70s, female fronted, punk/power pop with positive lyrics. Like it should 
have been included in the Rhino DIY cd series. If ya dig that, you need this. 
Makers "Music To Suffer By" Estrus 

Way cool raised artwork on the cover should be enough to make you buy 
this. The fact that this is the Makers should make you buy this. You didn't 
miss out on the Makers did you, they were making many appearances in the 
recorded world in 1995. Well this should make you aware. Snotty vocals, 

GOs rockin', groove, heavy on the attitude. If the dude from the Dickies 
weren't a goof, and fronted a bunch of suited up junkies on a good night... 
with a nod to early, early Flesheaters... Man I love the Flesheaters... 

Mary Me "Need Me Never" Allied ikik&ik 

Rockin' punk in the melody meets Chicago post punk rockin' vein of things. 
I'm diggin this band, they have lots of diversity and style... A band who 
probably would put out a hell of a full length. 

Mental Decay "My Problems" Headache 

This is worth it just for "My Problems", which starts off with a funny sample 
between two guys having a conversation about demanding greatness and 
just being from NJ. Anyhow, these guys are from Kearny, NJ! Which is 
where I was born!!! Actually, I think there is a really great bakery right down 
the street from these guys, but then again, where isn't there a great bakery 
in North Jersey. "My Problem" is a punk rock anthem! Awesome. They have 
the old school NJ snarl and sarcasm. They have a long history, their first 7" 
(ten songs), which was Buy Our Records #3, released in 1984, is one of 
the true, overlooked, great punk/HC classics. The song "No Variety", with its 
chorus "Join society yo yo yo, no variety yo yo yo" still runs through my 
head to this day. History class is now over. Go shopping. 

Neglect "91 demo" Motherbox 

Neglect are one of the better hardcore bands of the 90s. Don't really 
understand why they aren't huge. If Negative Approach or old school NYHC, 
even 8heer Terror, means anything to you, you should own this. This is 
angry, it is hardcore, it is rage, it is heavy it is good. These guys got a lot of 
problems. This is bleak and depressing, hut still amazing. 















Noise Addict "The Frail Girl" Grand Royal ikHtH: 

No! an appropriate name, I was expecting a cross between the Unsane and 
Deadguy or something. It’s cool, it's groovy it’s alterna pop! I stress the 
groove part, which is this band's strong point. They should be called Groove 
Addict. Rockin' snappy, hip and jerky... yeah... push it, ahh push it... push 
it real good... "Poison 1080" is a hit, shoulda been the a-sidel Undislikeable. 
O utcome "Gasp For Air" Sa Mob Productions ikikikii: 

Jamie (vocals) sent me this and his letter opens up with "here is a copy of 
the seven inch that I wish was never put out." But he also continues "I'll 
never be happy". Hell I'm just fucking happy that my favorite song this 
local hardcore/deathish band does "Force Fed Lie" is finally available on 
record! It's a good raw recording, which gives the band more of a hardcore 
sound than the heavy death sound they probably want. These guys will rule 
one day and this is the lead in ok, so don't miss out. They have the ability to 
combine hardcore style shout vocals and death vocals, and alternate speeds, 
including the ability to totally rock out ("Free"). 

~ ^° torL ^ artc * "Easy Pop Art Research Commercial Music" Easy 

I don't know what the hell Eric is up to these days... This is like a 60s blues 
rock psych jsm recorded on a box and pressed on vinyl. I don't get it? 

Pink Lincolns "Sumo Fumes 3" Stiff Pole •*•**•** 

Awesome straight rockin' covers of "Heroes" and "Homicide" plus one 
original punk rockin' "Real Life". I love this shit! 

SgKnited «West Chester Rock City" Total Jayos Records 

Released on their own label, raw production, black and white copied cover, 
rippin punk/hardcore, with enough memorable riffs to keep it all together, 
and Plow has the ability to switch gears and put this thing into overdrive 
faster than you can say Motorhead. A DIY testament. Cool Minutemenish 
part In "The Beat Fades Quickly" rules. Uplifting. 
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Plow United "Sadi" Coolidge ikikikik 

Says this was recorded in Dec. 1994, what the hell, this took a year to put 
out! These are melodic toones, quick and to the point from these localish 
favs. "Plow Beach" is the quickest surf tune I've heard, kinda surf thrash, 
and the title track is melodic coolness. These songs go by so quick you have 
to keep listening to em. 

Poison 13 double 7" Estrus ikiklkik 

What a fuckin' package. Double 7", gatefold sleeve, pop up monster inside, 
nice little paper band to keep it from falling apart, color vinyl, oh yeah, and 
music too, live or demo stuff... Own it, seek it, learn it, drool over it... 
Strife "To an End" Victory ikikikikik 

Mandatory for straight edgers. But they already know that. As for the rest 
of you, the guitar has a power like Pittsburgh's Half Life had, and that is 
beautiful. That big, Discharge meets Agnostic Front rage sound. Like 
hardcore back in the fucking day. Lyrically they are intelligent, questioning, 
and real. The vocal style has the aggro, the chorus’ have the edge typical 
group shout/sing. This 7" is something that bridges camps like straight edge 
and whatever. Mandatory for everyone who digs aggressive music, unless of 
course you want to wait for the full length "In This Defiance". 



Strife 

Submachine "Mindless Device" Cl Ikikikikik 
Have any questions as to what U8 punk used to sound like? Submachine is 
Pittsburgh s heir's to Half Life's punk throne. The sound represents the 
middle ground between metal chugging ala Discharge and Broken Bones, 
when they were punk bands, not metal, and US hardcore/punk with actual 
melody and stuff. Alex sounds great here, like he's actually singing. This was 
originally released back in 1991, so if you missed out, the wonderful people 
at Cl are here to help you! This is value too, six great songs, red vinul. A 
must baby! 

The Trip "Help Me" SFTRI ikikik 

!f ya dig the big, thick guitar sound of alterna rock, with female vocals.... 
you know the style, you'll dig this swirly yellow vinyl slab. Quiet to loud 
progressions. Lotso guitar, tho not at all trippy as the name might imply. 

Us and Them "2 More Songs" Coolidge ikikik 
This probably ain't up your alley, but fuck it... I dig it... it's so, like new 
wave, laid back, kinda bass oriented, pretty guitars, with that distant 
emotional feel... I don't know... 

Volcanos! “Deura" Estrus ikiklkik 

Excellent fucking 90s surf! I'd reccommend you include this sucka in your 
collection., another "raised cover" single on estrus, this one is styled after a 
lunchbox, which is cool. This surf is engaging and rockin'!!! Estrus takes 
everything one step further! 

Walker "Ifyourepunkrockimsingle" Harmless '£•*'£-£-£ 

!f you dig blazing melody ala Face to Face, with more of a youthful feel, this 
is a must own. Cover of "Love Will Keep Us Together" rips. 

xyretched Ones "Live on a Five Volume One " Headache 

***** 

Hey skinny, see the Blanks 77 review. And by the way, you should own 
everything the Wretched Ones have ever released. Someone needs to invent 
something to make all turntables play this shit though... 5"... geez... 











Boils/Sleepasaurus split aka 
"Consuming Your Culture" aka "Is it 
the Same?" Switchblade 
I love the Boils. They bring my favorite styles 
from the 80s into the 90s. A sort of Brit, punk 
meets American hardcore, that simply rages. 
Male/female vocals just how I like em. 
Thoughtful, thought-provoking lyrics. I love em! 
The Sleepasaurus should satisfy the pop punker 
in anyone, with two ripping songs in their own 
rights. 

Heartdrops/Morning Shakes split 
Melted 'Vkikik'&ik 

Melodic punk rock... that is cool, not trendy. 

The Heartdrops sound like what the Devil Dogs 
would sound like if they emphasized the groove 
more than the snarl. Rock and roll with a 
punch, full of heart and good time feelings, yet 
still ballsy enough to rock! The Morning Shakes 
toured with TeenGenerate, so there ya go. They 
flat out rock! A little rockabilly, a little Childish, 
lots o NYC and a cover of "Thunderbird ESQ"! 
This label is starting off like they wanna rock the 
world! Future stuff includes more stuff by both 
these bands and the GoToHells (who rip)... 
Plow United/Stressbov "split" Creep 

% Oi «✓*>> 

Represents Plow's current trend in playing 
extremely catchy, amazingly fast, brilliant 
hardcore. This record is worth it soley for their 
rage on the two songs "Yes Sir!" and "Fuck 
Up". Stressboy, stresses the melodic side a 
little more, tho isn't that far off from what Plow 
is doing, and there is a hell of a break in the 
second song. A good compliment to the Plow 
side of things. Definitely a band to watch. 
Scarab/Green Sleep "split" Motherbox 
ikiklkik 

Melanie, the singer from Scarab, has one of 
those voices that I dig. So if you listen to me, 
you'll just go out and get this for her voice 
alone (kind of the middle ground between an 
early Velocity Girl and Samuel). Both of these 
bands play excellent guitar driven 
punk/rock/with an emo edge, but not the arty 
extendo wussy type of emo, the kind of emo 
that really rocks, but uses some build ups and 
other parts. Man I dig Melanie's vocals, and the 
song is real strong too! I think this was 
originally released on Puncture Records. There's 
a cool little thing about Motherbox records on 
the inside cover, and a big congrats has to go 
out to Paul Motherbox, who got married on 
Dec. 30th. 

Various "Sensational Sounds of the 
1995 Estrus Invitationals" Estrus 

ikikik'&ik 

Five of the fucking rockinest bands skinny! 

Yeah, you skinny! Plus cool kick ass samples of 
racing shit in between songs... the drags are 
incredible and you should own their 10", Impala 
get a sax groove like they wanna rock and then 
get naked or somethin', the Insomniacs are the 
best bar rockin', beer swilling band you'll ever 
hear on record and I could kill myself for 
missing them live last year, probably one of my 
biggest mistakes ever.. . the Mono Men of 



CGM 


JUlBI 


Current 

Titles to Collectibles A 


739 Manor Street 
Lancaster, PA 17603 


e-mail: hooberm1@alpha.lasaHe.edu 


phone 71 7*391'PUNK 
fax 717*391*6550 


SKA 

S1NGIXS 

ACTION 

Ska Blazers "No Time For Sippin" 
Fancy Pants Music 

Philly ska, that's not quite tight yet, especially 
in the horn area, which is a difficult thing to do, 
believe me, that's why my trumpet sits 
gathering dust. Good energy, good feel, this 
band will evolve into an awesome ska band. 

Don't get me wrong, this is still worth having if 
you are a ska fan, but for those who aren't total 
ska heads, wait til their next release. I 
personally wouldn't be without their song 
"Macheesmo" which rules! 

AAA/Less Than Jake split Far Ovt 

AAA rip up the punk/horn world with an original 
and cover "Centerfold". LTJ rip up the ska world 
with an original and cover "Hungry Like the 
Wolf'. Duh. 


low 


SUBMACHINE-7" 

Mindless Device 

(Limited red vinyl repress) 

iMTirj 

SUBMACHINE - LP 

Now Thai I've Given Up Hope, I Feel Much Better 

> mi «■ ^ (1st LP from the minstrels of punk) 

SUBMACHINE/FILTH T 

This Is Why We Are The Drunks 

(Limited gold & white marble repress) 


course rock and the Lord High Fixers, sound like 
their name, rockin' 60s trash noise rock. If n 
you don't know Estrus, this is a hell of a place 
to start, if ya know Estrus, you know to own 
this! 


TALK 
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HERO 


NEW 


GREENYINYL 


7JNCH $3PPD 

NEW JERSEY 
PUNK ROCK 

TO ORDER WRITE: 

FLATUS 

15 LAWRENCE ST 
HAMBURG NJ 07419 
USA 

CHECKS TO TED SHIKO 


2 sided T-SHIRTS! 

(Front reads “Stand Up") 
Maroon on forest green 
w/white ink 




























This is always such a difficult thing to do, tho’ also very necessary. These top tens reflect opinions at that 
moment of their writing. Most were released in 1995, but it comes down to releases that made an impact on 
the writer at some point in 1995 (the live tops was of course in 1995). It’s here to remind you to pick up a few 
things you forgot about in 1995, and maybe give you some ideas on what bands you may have missed along 
the way... There is such a huge world of music out there... get exposed... be saved... 
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Reissue runner ups: 

Sin 34 Die Listening 1981-1984 AD " Grand Theft Audio 
Faction "Collection 1982-85" Goldenrod 
Agnostic Front "Raw Unleashed" Grand Theft Audio 
Battalion of Saints "Death R Us" Taang! 

Helmet "Born Annoying" Am Rep 

Peter and the Test Tube Babies "Loud Blaring Punk Rock" We Bite 
UK/DK soundtrack Cleopatra 

White Cross "Deaf Dumb and Blind" Grand Theft Audio 
Pink Lincolns "Back From the Pink Room " Stiff Pole 
Die Toten Hosen "Learning English Lesson One" Atlantic 
Weston "Splitsvi/le " Gern Blands ten 
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3. Six Ft. Under daunted" Metal Blade 
4, Nevermore "Nevermore" Century Media 
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Runners UP : Baby Gopal, Bouncing Souls , Casualties 
Limecell, Oi Polloi, Sweet Diesel, Chisel, Doc Hopper 
Boils, I farm, Latex Generation 
















Frank FOE’s F avorite Singles Action 

i Mr. Yuk 14 Inches of Wmky" rjc 

i 

1 "a gijnks 77 Punks»Skim Headache 
4 Sinkhole "Tumble Mat" Pr. Strange 
5. Choking Victim "Crack Rock Steady" Non Commercial 
6.1 farm "This One's Setter I farm 
7. Samuel "lives of Insects" Art Monk 
ju. Hagfish"MinitMaid"CYO ^ gjie 
*■ Nu1,f V Crass "Ramones Songbook; Vital 
W. The lek "Rubbermaid FOt 

Runner’s Up: (cuz I’m the editor or this zine, that’s why I get 

to have a runner’s up section... see... myeah, myeah rocky... 

Hi-Standard "California Dreamin"Fat 

Grieving Eucalyptus "Johnny Made Me Do it" Seif Starter 

Soup Sandwich "Dear Sally" FOE 

Weston/Plow split Coolidge 

Latex Generation 7 Killed the President"Haio Zero 

Funeral Oration "What Is it" Hopeless 

Nobodys "Politically incorrect" Just Add Water 

World/Inferno Friendship Society "introduction to... * 

Electric Frankenstein "EF Theme"Mint Tone 
Combine "AH Tore Up"Get Go 
Swinging Utters "No Eager Men" Quality of Life 
Boils "Hearts of the Oppressed" Creep 
J Church "ivy League College"Broken Rekids 
Christian Science AD "Handsome Seven inch Figure of Christ" Fugiy 
Not Your Friends "Hell of a Stunt to Pull” Thin Frail Genetics 
Baby Gopai "Shiva"Get Go „ n , , Un , 0 

WxlcM Ones -Nice Oeys «** 

Llmecell We Need A, a, „?■ FOE 
Follow Fashion Monkeys How Can m uo 
Chelsea “We Dare’ We Bite 

Beatnik Termites etc. . 






6, Bolt Thrown '"^Victory" 

I Brutal Truth "Need To Control' Earache 
8, Discordance Axis/Plutocracy split 7" Slap 
9. Spaiz Dwarf Jester Rising" Clearvhew 
10. Sheer Terror love Songs For tie Unloved" MCA 


1995 
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2. Various The TtnrQ wcwc r « 

3 . stubborn All-Stars "Opfi * 1 10 “ Far o* 11 

i. ifissThan late iteKing fun J .^gscyTref 
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M y Brothers £ mght 

filial Exit 'Teg" Desperate H& 

4. Fear Factor "Demanufacture'°Roadmnner » p. S Toasters nUD ^ j(5 ^00® 

5 . Strife "One Truth" Victory , V, B||hCU, *£* W* jiflfl V*' " F 

6 . Integrity "Systems Overload" Victory K), MV uR] W utd W' 

7 Stubborn All stars "Open Season" Stubborn ^ /L itf# V 

Q V ance P'\]\tra Rare Ska"T JaW 5] A 
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FRANK FOE’S 


Favorite Action 
For Non Singles 
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9. c,;„ FOtl * Hate Rock" Bitzeore 
J9® Red Medicine" Dischord 
1 0- Plow United "s/t" Creep 

Runner’s up FULL LENGTHS: 

Sweet Diesel “The Kids are Dead", Teengenerate “Get Action", New 
Bomb Turks “Information Highway Revisisted", Various “Very Special 
People", Drags “Dragsploitation", Teengenerate “Smash Hits", J 
Church “Arbor Vitae", No Use For A Name “Leche Con Came!", 

Gaunt 7 Can See Your Mom From Here", Insomniacs “Wake Up", 

Laughing Hyenas “Hard Times", Swinging Utters “The Street of San 
Francisco", 88 Fingers Louie “Behind Bars", Her Fault “Heritage", GG 
Allin & The Criminal Quartet, DOA “The Black Spot", Seam “Are You 
Driving Me Crazy", Lifetime “Hello Bastards", Niblick Henbane 
“Happy Happy 0/ Oi", Hot Damn! “High Heels Slut’ Various “Spinning 
the Chamber”, Various “Homage”, Schleprock “Out Of Spite", Guns 
and Wankers “For Dancing and Listening", Business “Keep The 
Faith”, Various “Shreds Best of American Underground 1995", 

Various “Picklemania” Headwound “cd", Wretched Ones “No Love 
Songs...”, Dance Hall Crashers “Lockjaw" Funeral Oration etc... 
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APPRESSES 

The following addresses are hopefully all of the 
addresses of all of the record companies reviewed in this 
issue, There might even be some extras... and I might 
have missed some... So If you can’t find any of the records 
reviewed in here at your local store etc... send the company 
a SASE and I’m sure they’ll tell you how to get one of their 
records, by either directing you to one of their distributors or 
if they run their own mailorder or whatever... happy 
hunting... 

Allied PO Box 460683 San Francisco CA 94146-0683 
Alternative Tentacles PO Box 419092 San Francisco CA 
94141-9092 

American 3500 W. Olive St. 1550 Burbank CA 91505-4628 
Am Rep 2645 First Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55408 
Another Planet 740 Broadway NY NY 10003 
Art Monk PO Box 1105 State College PA 16804 
Axhandle 1827 McAllister St. SF CA 94115 
BIMI 478 E. Beaver Ave. #705 State College PA 16801 
Black Hole 12 W. Willow Grove Ave., Box 130 Philadelphia 
PA 19118 

BOB PO Box 666 Richmond VA 23218 
Century Media 1453-A 14th St. #324 Santa Monica CA 
90404 

Che PO BOx 653 London El 8 ZNX 
Cl 154 Wilson Dr. Lancaster PA 17603 
Coolidge 157 Coolidge Terrace Wyckoff NJ 07481 
Creep Suite 220 252 E. Market St. West Chester PA 19381 
DaDa PO Box 112 New Brunswick NJ 08903-0112 
Dionysus/Hell Yeah PO Box 1975 Burbank CA 91507 
Dischord 3819 Beecher St NW Washington DC 20007 
Dr. Strange PO Box 7000-117 Alta Loma CA 91701 
Earache 295 Lafayette St. Suite 915 Ny NY 10012 
Easy PO Box 15951 Philadelphia PA 19103 
Electric Frankenstein 204 Birch St. Boonton NJ 07005 
Empty PO Box 12034 Seattle WA 98102 
Epitaph 2798 Sunset Blvd. Los Angeles CA 90026 
Equal Vision 111 24th St 6th Floor NY NY 10011-1912 
Essential Noise #308 - 21 Water St. Vancouver BC Canada 
V6B 1A1 

Estrus PO Box 2125 Bellingham WA 98227 
Fancy Pants RR1 Box 179B New Coxeville PA 18216 
Far Out PO Box 14361 Ft. Laud. FL 33302 
Fat Box 460144 San Francisco CA 94146 
Flatus 15 Lawrence St. Hamburg NJ 07419 
Flipside PO Box 60790 Pasadena CA 91116 
FOE PO Box 4 Bethlehem PA 18016 
Gem Blandsten PO Box 356 River Edge NJ 07661 
Get GO PO BOx 7244 NY NY 10116-7244 
Glue 51 Columbus Dr. Franklin Park NJ 08823 
Goldenrod 3770 Tansy St. San Diego CA 92121 
Go Kart PO Box 20 Prince St. Station NYC 10012 
Grand Royal PO Box 26689 Los Angeles CA 90026 


Grand Theft Audio 501 W. Glenoaks Blvd. Suite #313 
Glendale CA 91202 

Harmless 1437 W. Hood Chicago IL 60660 
Headache PO Box 204 Midland Park NJ 07432 
Hitman PO Box 462075 LA CA 90046-2075 
Honey Bear PO Box 460346 San Francisco CA 94146- 
0346 

Hopeless 15910 Ventura Blvd. 11th FL, Encino CA 91436- 
2804 

I Farm 612 E. State St. #1 Ithaca NY 14850 
I Wanna PO Box 303 WBB Dayton OH 45409 
Jade Tree 2310 Kennwynn RD, Wilmington DE 19810 
Johanns Face PO Box 479-164 Chicago IL 60647 
Jump Up 4409 1/2 Greenview Suite 2W Chicago IL 60640 
Just Add Water PO BOX 5401 Berkeley CA 94705 
Kill Rock Stars 120 N.E. State Ave. #418 Olympia WA 
98501 

Know PO Box 4830 Long Beach CA 90804 
Last Resort PO Box 2986 Covina CA 91722 
Lethal PO BOX 14868 Long Beach CA 90803-1414 
Liquid Meat PO Box 460692 Escondido CA 92046 
Lookout PO Box 11374 Berkeley CA 94712 
Melted 21-41 Ave. Ste. 10A LIC NY 11106-4321 
Metal Blade 2345 Erringer Rd. Ste 108 Simi Valley CA 
93065-2200 

Moon PO Box 1412 Cooper Station NY NY 10276 
Motherbox 60 Denton Ave. East Rockaway NY 11578 
Nasty Little Man 72 Spring St. 11th FL, NY NY 10012 
Motherbox 60 Denton Avenue East Rockaway NY 11518 
New Red Archives PO Box 210501 San Francisco CA 
94121 

Quarterstick PO Box 25342 Chicago IL 60625 
Ransom Note PO Box 40164 Bellevue WA 98015 
R e g. PO Sox 14179 Chicago IL 606140179 
Relativity 79 5th Ave. NY NY 10003 
Reservoir PO Box 790366 Middle Village NY 11379-0366 
Revelation PO Box 5232 Huntington CA 92615 
Ringing Ear 9 Maplecrest Newmarket NH 03857 
Roadrunner/ Roadtrip 536 Broadway NY NY 10012 
ROIR611 Broadway Suite 411 NY NY 10012 
SA Mob PO Box 1931 Erie PA 16507-0931 
Shredder 75 Plum Tree Lane #3 San Rafael CA 94901 
Sister 2423 29th Ave So. Mpls. MN 55406 
Slap A Ham PO Box 420843 San Francisco CA 94142 
Slimstyle PO Box 43342 Tucson AZ 85733 
Stiff Pole Records PO Box 20721 St. Pete FL 33742 
Super Model 614 So. 8th St. Suite 377 Philadelphia PA 
19147 

T/K POBox 42423 Portland OR 97214 
Total Jayos PO Box 1120 Brookhaven PA 19015 
Touch and Go PO Box 25520 Chicago IL 60625 
Victory PO Box 146546 Chicago IL 60614 
Vital Music PO BOX 20247 NY NY 10021-0064 
We Bite 1837 W. Fulton St. Chicago IL 60612 
Westworld Box 43787 Tucson AZ 85733 
World Domination 3575 Cahuenga Blvd W. Ste 450 Los 
Angeles CA 90068 
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FOE c/o Frank Pearo Jr. PO POX 4 PETHLEHEM PA 18016 

All prices ppd in the US — Send cash or make payable to “Frank Pearn Jr. 

EMAIL frankfoe@aol.com 

$10 FOE 001 “Get The Hell Out” comp. CD, 26 LV bands spanning 10 years, own it or be forever lost... 
OOP FOE 002 Weston “Flower/Feelings Stupid Feelings” 

OUT OF PRINT 

OOP FOE 003 Weston/Strychnine and the Rat Traps split 7” 

BOTH PRESSINGS OUT OF PRINT 
$3 FOE 004 Anonymous “Hill To Hill” 

Second pressing NOW AVAILABLE 

$4 FOE 005 Mr. Yuk “14 Inches of Blinky” HC recorded in the 80s for an Ip that was never released... 

First pressing released in Dec. 1995, 300 copies on clear green vinyl 
$4 FOE 006(66) The lek “Rubber Maid” aka “Punk 666" 

First pressing released in Dec. 1995, 300 copies on clear red vinyl 
$4 FOE 007 Follow Fashion Monkeys Stuff recorded in DC in the 80s for an Ip that was never released. 

First pressing released in Dec. 1995, 300 copies on clear red vinyl 
$4 FOE 008 Soup Sandwich - these guys will knock you out, from VT, ex Mr. Yuk gone garage/punk/pop 
First pressing released in Dec. 1995, 500 copies on clear red vinyl 
NOTE : Order 3 first presses for $10ppd, 4 for $12ppd! Add the Anonymous 7" to any record or cd order for only $1 more. 


$1 Set of 12 FOE paper stickers 

$1 ea Vinyl sticker (suitable for your car’s bumper!) . 

$1 ea Back Issues of FOE #29, #30, #31 & #33. Subscriptions $1 per issue, specify which issue to start with.. 

OTHER LEHiG-H VAlLEY„.--« RELEASES AVAILABLE THRU FOE 

NOTE Sometimes I temporarily run out of these things. I will hold your order til I get more in (usually only a week or so) unless you specify alternate selections. OK? 

$3 Grieving Eucalyptus “Johnny Made Me Do It” 7” on Self Starter, even MRR recommended it! 

$3 Mortimer Smedley “Age” 7” on Fatty Acid, Am Rep like rocking power! 

$5 Ox/Dealers split Ip on Chumpire/Easy, the legends of Greg Ox and Eric D combined! 

$5 Ding “97% Genuine” Ip on Chumpire, ex Ox continue their powerful punk noise attack! 

$3 IRBD “Never Wanna Lose You” 7” on No Problem, punk in an old NY meets Detroit way! 

$10 IRBD “Until Then” cd on No Problem 

$10 Original Sins “Acid Bubble Punk” cd on Psonik/Eat This, title describes it! 

$3 Weston new 7” on Gern Blandsten “Teenage Love Affair/Retarded/She Don’t Know Me” 

$10 Weston "Splitsville” cd comp, with misc, split single, etc., cuts, for those without record players 

$10 Weston “A Real Life Story of Teenage Rebellion” cd on Gern Blandsten. Classic debut full length! 

$3 Forthright “Whose Choice” on T-Stone, LVHC from back in the day, some still left... 

$7 “Very Strange People” cd on Black Hole, featuring Strychnine and the Rat Traps and 12 others 

$2.50 F.C. “Ain’t Dead Yet” 21 song cass, in a Motorhead meets LVHC way 

$5 Russian Meatsquats “Let’s Hang Out!” 12” Ip on Whoopsie Kerplonk, Classic HC/fun punk from 1986! 

$3 ea Weston/Plow split 7” on Coolidge... Weston/Bouncing Souls split 7” the Christmas thing... 

$3 Christian Science AD 'Handsome Seven Inch Figure of Christ” 

$3 ea Plow United "Sadi” 7” on Coolidge, Plow United “west Chester Rock City” 7” on Total Jayo’s, Plow/Tallman split 

'iik HELP ME distribute FOE zines! Send $4 and I will send you approx. 20 copies of FOE in 

your area (free), and either an Anonymous 7” or Forthright 7” (your choice) for your trou ^t 
Lots of stuff planned for 1996 so keep in touch (send a stamp - 
New Issue of FOE fanzine available every two months 






Welcome to FOE #33 


GENERAL INFOE 

FOE PO BOX 4 BETHLEHEM PA 18016 
EMAIL: Frankfoe@aol.com I love email!!! 

PHONE: (610) 866-9326 after 5 pm,! work a real job til then... 
DUDE IN CHARGE: Frank FOE 
CIRC: 4,000 to 6,000 depending on how many ads 
FREQUENCY: Bi-monthly 


AD INFOE 

AD RATES: $35 half page 

$60 full page 

NEXT DEADLINE: MARCH 30,1996 

PAYMENTS TO: “Frank Pearn Jr.” 

SEND ME YOUR RELEASES! 

Send me your records and cds and I will review em in my zine 
(FOE - which I’ve been doing since 1984), play em on my radio show 
(WLVR 91.3 FM - you can actually hear the station miles and miles away 
from the campus - I’ve been djing there since 1982) and possibly review 
them in the MORNING CALL newspaper (largest area newspaper) where 
I’ve been writing for the last three years. 

NOTE: For you bigger labels who send advance cds and cds with incomplete 
artwork, they are appreciated but will not be reviewed... so send me the artwork when it is 
available and all will be cool, ok! I generally don’t have the time to call and bug you for the 
real thing, so just assume I love it and send me the real thing, else those pesky little 
cardboard things just stack up on my desk. Cassettes of any form, will not be reviewed, 
just cuz they are a pain to review... but you can still send em... 

Send promo photos if available... the more I have the more I 

print... 

DISTRO 

Please send me a catalog if you have one available, I want to run 
an article on mailorder in the near future... also include info on the cost (if 
any) of a catalog... Also if you have catalogs and want to send me a 
stack, I will distribute them at local shows... 

Also, I sell stuff at gigs and stock several area stores, so please 
send me a wholesale catalog or wholesale prices if available, that is if 
you want to deal with me... otherwise let me know who distributes your 
stuff... People read the reviews they need to be able to get the stuff... 

Also, let me know if you would like additional copies of FOE, like if 
you want to help me out by dropping 20 of them off at the local cool 
record shop or give em out to your friends... let me know how many you’d 
like... 

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING FOE! YOU MAKE MY DAY! 


Frank FOE 



















